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Solar systems to boost resilience at Tasman community facilities
Ten community facilities across the Tasman District will soon be equipped with solar panels and battery storage, following confirmation of co-funding from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA).
The $825,000 initiative will enhance the ability of these facilities to provide essential services during emergencies when the electricity grid may be compromised.
EECA is contributing up to $660,000 of the funding, with Tasman District Council and partners providing $165,000.
The systems will provide backup power during emergencies and enhance the resilience of these sites, many of which are designated Civil Defence Centres.
We partnered with both marae in the funding application, recognising their importance as cultural and community hubs.
These solar and battery systems are a practical investment in resilience. They will help ensure our community hubs can continue operating and helping residents during storms and other severe weather events or extended power outages, while also reducing day-to-day operating costs and emissions.
The project is part of a nationwide programme administered by EECA under the Community Renewable Energy Fund, which supports renewable energy systems to strengthen community resilience. This investment also aligns with our Climate Action Plan.
The project reflects lessons gleaned from recent weather events – including those in June and July 2025. Extended power cuts place real pressure on community facilities. With solar and battery backup, these hubs will be better prepared to provide shelter, coordination, and support when our residents need it most.
Installation of the systems will begin later this year once all ten sites are finalised, and they are expected to be operational by June 2026.
The big weather clean-up continues
The clean-up following winter’s two big storms continues, with one area of focus being the badly hit Motueka River.
Tonnes of debris were washed off the land and dumped on the river’s banks by raging flood waters.
Over the past couple of weeks, crews from Nelmac Kūmānu have been working on both sides of the river, starting from Alexander Bluff Bridge, cleaning up rubbish by hand and with machinery.
An experienced kayaker was also used to safely retrieve waste material that couldn’t be reached from the riverbanks. 
The collected waste comprised a broad range of materials, including plastics, timber, horticultural netting, pallets, tyres, as well as general household and agricultural items.
Meanwhile, the announcement of an extension of the Enhanced Taskforce Green programme has been welcomed by our Recovery team.
The Government is providing an additional funding boost of $300,000 to support the ongoing clean-up work in Tasman District and extend the programme until December.
This is on top of the original $500,000 and will enable local job seekers to continue the clean-up and return to those properties that need more support.
It will support these job seekers with the cost of living and give them work experience and the opportunity to transition to seasonal horticulture work without returning to the benefit.
Since the start of the programme, around 60 properties have registered as requiring support due to major property damage. Enhanced Taskforce Green provides support of up to three days for each property.
Right trees, right place, right time!
Future proofing the Tasman District to cope with nature’s fury in the years to come means our flood recovery efforts require more than just repairs to damaged areas and infrastructure.
In recent weeks, our Rivers and Catchment teams have been busy helping our rural communities to replant and make their hillsides and riverbanks more resilient.
More than 2,700 poplar and willow poles were distributed to more than 120 people in flood-affected areas. A further 2,500 native trees were also distributed with the poles, or to sites where natives were deemed more suitable.
To support recipients, two webinars were held, offering guidance on where and how to plant the poles and providing an opportunity for participants to ask questions specific to their situations. Recordings of these webinars have been shared with all recipients and are also available on our YouTube channel at youtube.com/@TasmanDistrictCouncil.
Where larger volumes of natives have been distributed to a single property, Tasman Bay Guardians has been linked in to help organise and facilitate volunteers to get them planted and take the pressure off people already overwhelmed with flood recovery.
This initiative is part of a longer-term programme to enhance biodiversity and support long-term ecological health, and we anticipate ongoing opportunities being made possible in years to come.
We want to say a big thank you to all the groups and organisations that have been working to help restore flood-affected sites. With your efforts, these restored areas now stand as a testament to what’s possible when community and nature work hand in hand.
eBus picks up award
Our eBus service has won an award for Outstanding Customer Satisfaction at the first-ever NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi Public Transport Association Australia New Zealand Awards. 
The judges said “Nelson Tasman was recognised for delivering the highest levels of customer satisfaction. Following a network redesign and introduction of new electric buses, more residents chose public transport, enjoying a simple, legible network.” 
In late 2024, eBus undertook a survey of passengers with questions covering everything from frequency and reliability to safety and security. In total, 214 passengers took part in the survey, and the eBus scored very highly across several categories and returned an overall satisfaction rating of 94%.
Vehicle quality and service access both scored 93% and had the highest satisfaction, while the scores for change information (69%) and service frequency (76%) indicated areas where the service can improve.
The award further recognises the hard work put into the service by those behind the scenes, from the customer service teams to the bus drivers.
Next steps taken in Local Water Done Well
A milestone has been achieved for Tasman District’s future management of drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater services, with Elected Members endorsing a new Water Services Delivery Plan.
The plan will guide an in-house business unit that will implement the requirements of the Government’s Local Water Done Well programme.
This unit will be managed separately from other Council operations in a ringfenced capacity. While still part of the Council, it will be independently monitored to ensure high environmental and customer standards, as set by Taumata Arowai and the Commerce Commission. 
The Minister of Local Government granted an extension to the deadline for presentation of the plan because of the mid-winter flood emergency – it must now be presented by 1 October.
Following submission of the plan, a DIA assessment panel will look at the plan and potentially ask further questions or request additional information. All going well, recommendations will be made to the Secretary of Local Government with likely notification before Christmas.
Firewood for Fifeshire Foundation
We’re bringing back one of our popular Moturoa / Rabbit Island ‘Firewood Saturday’ events. 
A similar event earlier this year raised $10,000 each for Nelson Tasman Hospice and Nelson Women’s Refuge, and this time it’s the Fifeshire Foundation’s turn to reap the rewards.
Fifeshire Foundation is a Charitable Trust that assists local people in hardship and domestic crisis.
Firewood Saturday will be on 18 October, and the wood will be $100 a trailer load (up to 2 cubic metres) with tickets on sale at Richmond and Motueka Libraries.
The firewood is unsplit but has been cut into rings, mostly pine, and needs to be dried over summer before it can be burned.
Thanks to the generous support of PF Olsen, Steve Thompson Ltd, and Downer, we’re offering 200 trailer loads.
When you buy a ticket, you’ll be given a time slot between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm on Saturday 18 October, and to avoid long traffic queues, trailers will be mechanically loaded by our team.
Please note, ticket numbers are limited, and there’s no entry without a ticket.
This is the perfect opportunity to warm up next winter and support a worthy local organisation that helps others – grab your ticket and get your time slot at either the Richmond or Motueka Library.
Recreation reserves ripped up again
Here’s a familiar tale – an area put aside for the community’s enjoyment gets completely trashed by people driving vehicles across it.
In recent months, we’ve had significant damage to parks at Appleby and Aniseed Valley, resulting in us closing off access to vehicles.
In the past couple of weeks, our post-flood efforts to reinstate the car parks at Lord Rutherford Park in Brightwater were undermined by some who chose to do burnouts and damage the gravel surface.
The latest example of deliberate damage to our reserves has occurred at Rototai Recreation Reserve in Golden Bay and at the nearby Clifton Recreation Reserve. This will be almost impossible to restore back to grass without completely removing vehicles from this part of the reserve.
This is very disappointing for reserves staff and contractors, reserve users, and rate payers who will end up paying the costs to repair the reserves and possibly install bollards to exclude vehicles from large parts of the reserves.
These latest incidents have been reported to the Police, and we are considering the installation of security cameras at both sites.
While CCTV cameras are installed in some reserves, we have tried to hold off on this level of security to give due credit that people can be respectful of the spaces available to them. But it appears it’s becoming a forlorn hope.
The ‘yeah, but...’ rebuttals and defence simply don’t hold water with us anymore. Please, show some consideration for your reserve areas and the majority who don’t want to see the marks of your handbraked buffoonery.
At this stage, we aren’t closing off Rototai Recreation Reserve and Clifton Recreation Reserve to vehicles, but if this keeps happening, we will be left with no other option.
Waimea River Park plan passes
Thanks to robust feedback and discussions from the community, we have now adopted the final version of the Waimea River Park Management Plan.
The Waimea River Park is made up of over 409 hectares of land along the margins of the Waimea River and the lower reaches of the Wai-iti and Wairoa Rivers.
We wanted to review the initial plan, with a view of incorporating increased engagement with Te Tauihu iwi, as well as significant legislative, environmental, recreational and economic changes that have occurred in the area since 2010.
We received 61 submissions during May and June, and 19 submitters spoke to the Hearing Panel in support of their submissions.
Submissions focused on the role of the park with a catchment-wide approach to river and environmental management, and the need to actively and explicitly provide for climate change adaptation.
Feedback also involved the proposed restriction for horse riding access from Lower Queen Street, how to best provide for motorised vehicle access and manage their use on tracks and within the riverbed, access for gamebird hunting, and greater security of tenure for gravel extraction and processing operators as well as recognising the value they bring to the District.
The Hearing Panel recommended that the Council adopt the amended Plan, incorporating numerous matters raised by submitters.
The final plan is now in effect, and you can see a copy at tasman.govt.nz/waimea-river-park-development and at our service centres and libraries.
We will work with iwi and community groups to implement the objectives and policies outlined in the plan. Budgets for specific projects will be considered as part of our Annual Plan and 10-Year Plan processes.
Discover the wild side of Abel Tasman – at Canaan!
When most people think of Abel Tasman National Park, they imagine golden beaches, sparkling turquoise waters, and busy summer tracks. But hidden high on Tākaka Hill lies Canaan – a magical, lesser-known part of the park.
Lush beech forest, open tussock clearings, marble outcrops, and secret streams weave together to create a rich home for wildlife. It’s a place where native birdsong fills the air, rare plants hide in plain sight, and nature feels close enough to touch.
On Sunday 19 October, from 10.00 am to 3.30 pm, you’re invited to join scientists, nature lovers, and fellow adventurers for the Abel Tasman Nature Blitz at Canaan Campground.
It will be a fun, hands-on day with people working together to find and record as many different plants, animals, and fungi as possible – from tiny insects to towering trees. You’ll be helping us create a snapshot of the incredible biodiversity in this special part of the park.
It’s perfect for all ages, and no experience is needed! Just bring your curiosity, a device with the free iNaturalist app installed, and perhaps a picnic to enjoy in the fresh mountain air. The Abel Tasman Youth Ambassadors will be on hand to guide you and show you how to use the app to make your own discoveries.
Get more details and register at tasman.govt.nz/abel-tasman-canaan-bioblitz.
Change of direction for Richmond rubbish
Changes are coming at the Richmond Resource Recovery Centre (RRC) on Fittal Street to make operations more efficient.
From Monday 13 October, there will be changes to the layout and operations at the centre.
All customers, except those wanting to use the existing public drop-off Recycling Loop for plastic, glass, paper and cardboard, will now need to pass over the weighbridge.
After crossing the weighbridge, customers can access all other recycling options in our new Resource Recovery Loop. This is where building materials, tyres, paint, oil, metal, whiteware and agricultural-chemical containers can be recycled.
The fees for this recycling, if any, will be unchanged.
We will now accept metal recycling for free, subject to staff approval. Refrigeration whiteware like fridges and dehumidifiers must be recycled separately, and the fee for this is unchanged.
A range of building materials will continue to be accepted for free, including plasterboard and untreated timber, but we will be more selective about what we accept for reuse. The building waste recycling service will be closed until Sunday 12 October, while we prepare for the changes.
The changed traffic flows mean that if you want to drop off landfill waste after using the Resource Recovery Loop, you will need to leave the RRC via the weighbridge and re-enter via the weighbridge, to avoid being charged landfill fees for any materials you have dropped off. 
It’ll take a bit of getting used to, but there’ll be signage and staff on hand to guide you through the new setup.
Eco education at Borck Creek
Curiosity and gumboots were the focus of a perfect school holiday morning to learn about the birds and plants along Richmond’s Borck Creek recently.
Borck Creek is one of the jewels in our stormwater crown, starting in the Richmond foothills and running through Berryfields and the Meadows subdivisions before flowing out into the Waimea Estuary.
The waterway proved its true value in the two big winter weather events, safely channelling thousands of cubic metres of water out to sea.
Borck Creek is a multi-purpose corridor that operates as a stormwater channel, as well as supplying a recreation and amenity space, while also serving as an ecological and active transportation corridor.
The ecology of the creek was at the top of the list a couple of weeks ago, when, with support from our Reserves, Biosecurity and Stormwater teams, alongside Keep Richmond Beautiful volunteers, we held a community planting and educational event.
Through scavenger hunts and then planting natives such as mingimingi, toetoe, and cabbage trees, the local community got to learn about which native birds like which native plants.
Enthusiastic attendees also took home greater knowledge about what to plant or not to plant in their own gardens, and hopefully, armed with that information, will help the neighbourhood’s ecology thrive in the future.
Coming to a street near you
Bright new recycling collection trucks are hitting the streets of Tasman District with an upgrade of the technology by our contractor Smart Environmental Limited.
To help make it easier for everyone to recycle right, each vehicle in the updated fleet comes adorned with special recycling messages, but while the trucks and their paint jobs are shiny and new, the recycling advice remains the same. 
A recent audit of our kerbside collection bins showed that close to 300 of just over 400 that were audited passed the checks, but there are still some areas of confusion.
Only plastics numbered 1, 2 or 5 can be recycled, so look for the triangle with a number inside it to make sure. If you can’t find a number, put it in the rubbish bin; and always rinse items before putting them in the recycling, as they’re not cleaned as part of our sorting process.
... And remember, we can’t accept any lids in our yellow kerbside recycling bins because they get caught in our sorting equipment and cause blockages in the system.
Make your vote count this election
The election clock is ticking, and the deadline to ensure your vote counts in the local council elections is looming.
All completed voting papers must be received by the Tasman Electoral Officer before midday Saturday 11 October, which means if you live in a rural area, you’ll need to get them in the post before next Tuesday 7 October.
Alternatively, you can drop your papers into the orange bins at any of our Libraries and Service Centres, or at the Māpua Four Square supermarket.
Voting in Tasman is simple – a tick is all you need! We use the First Past the Post voting system, so simply put a tick beside the name of the person or people you want to elect.
Find out more about all the candidates standing in Tasman on our website, tasman.govt.nz/candidate.
Remember, as part of these elections, we are also holding a binding referendum on the future of the Te Tai o Aorere Māori Ward. You’re being asked whether we should keep or remove our Māori Ward. Everyone, both on the Māori roll and general roll, can vote on this.
Preliminary election results are expected to be available early in the afternoon of 11 October and will be published on our website and Facebook page.
Make sure you have your say – vote before midday on Saturday 11 October!
Outwardly better
Eight secondary school students from across Tasman District are thriving following an opportunity provided through special scholarships to Outward Bound adventure school.
The $3,500 Outward Bound scholarships were available thanks to our involvement in the Mayor’s Taskforce for Jobs initiative. There were 14 scholarships available nationwide, and Tasman youth secured eight of them. 
The Outward Bound scholarships gave a unique opportunity for rangatahi to step outside their comfort zones, develop resilience, build confidence, and gain life skills through outdoor challenge and adventure.
Year 12 student from Motueka High School Jenny Willers says the experience was life changing.
“I learnt the value of being punctual, and that when working with others, it’s important to give grace and be empathetic, prioritising understanding others’ perspectives instead of getting wound up by everything not being done my way.”
Jenny was able to step out of her comfort zone and even lead the team.
But she says the best part was being her authentic self and not feeling pressured by society to do anything she thought was not right.
George Cockfield from Murchison Area School echoes Jenny’s sentiments.
“When I came home and reflected on the experience, my first thought was I wish everyone got to go through the same journey I did.”
He says it was definitely a worthwhile opportunity, and hopefully more Tasman youth get to experience it in the future.
Motueka Community Board
In my final address as the Chair of the Motueka Community Board, I wish to thank everyone who made time for local matters – either through submissions to the Council, contacting Elected Members, attending meetings, and speaking at public forums.
It is so important to have a breadth and depth of diverse views of community voice captured for staff recommendations and Elected Members’ decision-making.
The system in which we operate is complex. My time here has highlighted how much detail the public and Elected Members may miss because so much is put through by both central and local government.
A simplified system and active engagement would support positive change with things that are genuinely impacting the community, cost of living, housing, health, knowledge, and preparedness.
Reflecting on our term, I am proud of what we have achieved, the issues we have tested, and the platform we provided to hear from those who felt they had nowhere else to go.
I am hopeful that the future Board and Council will carry on this term’s Motueka Community Board’s values and commitment to ensure all sides are reflected and respectfully listened to, and effort continues to tackle community concerns.
Ehara taku toa I te toa takitahi, engari kē he toa takitini – my strength is not that of a single warrior, but that of us all.
Thank you, Motueka! 
Ngā mihi,
Terina Graham
What’s On In Tasman 
Active Ageing Expo
Saturday 4 October, 10.00 am – 2.00 pm, Motueka Recreation Centre.
Come along and explore ways to stay active in body, mind, and community! Enjoy interactive stalls, demonstrations, giveaways, entertainment, and more. Whether you’re looking for fitness options, social groups, health info or a new hobby, there’s bound to be something for everyone!
Stay safe online
Tuesday 7 October, 10.00 am, Motueka Over Fifties Social Hub.
Worried about online scams or unsure what apps are safe? Join us for a friendly and informative morning all about online safety for older adults. You’ll hear easy-to-understand presentations on common scams and how to spot them, and get one-on-one support with your phone or tablet. Bring your questions, bring your device, and bring a friend. Free. Presented by the Motueka Positive Ageing Forum.
Rural Women centennial celebration
Wednesday 15 October, 12.00 pm – 1.00 pm, Tākaka Library.
Join Joyce Wylie, a long-term member of ‘Rural Women New Zealand’, as she shares her knowledge of the organisation in Golden Bay. Learn how members contribute to their communities and what a valuable part they play in rural life.
Caring for Kahurangi book launch
Wednesday 15 October, 6.00 pm – 7.30 pm, Motueka Library.
Beautifully illustrated with Ruedi Mosimann’s photographs, Sandy and Robin Toy’s book describes the journey of ‘Friends of Flora’ with tales of volunteer adventures. Books are available to purchase for $59.99. RSVP by 10 October by email pauline@pottonandburton.co.nz.
It’s on in Nelson Tasman
To keep up with events happening across the region, visit nelsontasman.nz/events.
Newsline Notices
Approved temporary road closures
Applicant: Nelson Car Club
Event: Dovedale Hill – Phil Fiddymont Memorial Rallysprint 
Location: Pigeon Valley Road / Dovedale Road 
Date and time: Saturday 1 November 2025, 9.00 am – 5.00 pm
Postponement date: Sunday 2 November 2025
Applicant: Westland Car Club
Event: Rally Sprint 
Location: Matakitaki Road between 1.48km and 11.48km
Date and time: Saturday 6 December 2025, 7.00 am – 7.00 pm
Applicant: Richmond Unlimited
Event: Richmond Santa Parade 
Location: Edward Street, Queen Street, McIndoe Place, Cambridge Street, Wensley Road, Washbourne Drive, Harkness Carpark, Salisbury Road
Date and time: Sunday 7 December 2025, 7.00 am – 2.00 pm Edward Street, 11.30 am – 3.00 pm all other roads
Postponement date: Sunday 14 December 2025
Applicant: Motueka Events Charitable Trust
Event: Starlight Christmas Parade
Location: High Street from Poole Street down to Whakarewa Street, and Wallace Street from High Street end down to the Decks Reserve carpark entrance
Date and time: Friday 12 December 2025, 3.00 pm Wallace Street and 6.00 pm High Street, until 9.00 pm
Applicant: Richmond Unlimited
Event: Richmond Market 
Location: Queen Street between John Wesley Lane and McIndoe Place
Date and time: Monday 29 December 2025, 4.00 am – 6.30 pm
Council hui
For a list of upcoming meetings visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to see the latest alcohol licence applications.
Get going with grants
GrantGuru is a free online tool that connects community groups and businesses with hundreds of funding opportunities offered by local and overseas funders. Whether you need funding support for an event, equipment, or a new initiative, GrantGuru simplifies the process by matching you with funders who align with your goals.
You can filter the grants by location or activity, or simply use keywords. And don’t forget to turn on your alerts to never miss a suitable funding opportunity. 
To see what’s available, register at grantguru.com/nz/tasman.
