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Stopbank work on the go again
Stage Two of the Motueka River Stopbank Refurbishment project has begun its earthworks programme for 2025/2026, building on last season’s improvements to the Lower Motueka River stopbank network and Peach Island.
The project aims to build resilience and reduce the community’s risk of flooding from the river – the value and necessity of which was made clear after the floods of June/July 2025.
Refurbishment work will raise the crest of the stopbank in areas where it is no longer high enough to provide protection from a 1-in-50-year flood event and provide a gravelled 4m crest width for safe access. It will also address areas where the stopbank might have weaknesses that could cause it to fail in a large flood event.
This year’s activity started well with the first 720m section of the Lower Motueka stopbank nearing completion. In recent days, we also started work on the Peach Island section. 
As well as the initial brief of improving maintenance access along the banks, fencing the stopbanks, and ensuring they are appropriately constructed, we will also be constructing a broader culvert at the downstream end of Peach Island, allowing water that accumulates to drain faster after flooding.
We are co-funding this $12.5 million project with a grant of $7.5 million from Kānoa Regional Economic Development & Investment Unit, as part of the Government’s Resilient Infrastructure Fund.
We’ll be carrying out work at several points along the riverbanks – River Road, College Street, Peach Island Road, Motueka West Bank Road, Blue Gum Corner, and Douglas Road. There will be moderate truck movements to and from these sites, but otherwise the public impact will be minimal.
Following a brief break for Christmas, we’ll be back into the swing of things in the New Year, continuing through to April.
Inundate us with your feedback
Tasman’s coastal and riverine environments face inundation hazards from extreme weather and a changing climate. 
The draft Inundation Practice Note (IPN) 2025 is a key technical document guiding resilient development in areas subject to flood and coastal inundation hazards. It provides defensible standards to ensure resilient new development and sustainable growth. 
Originally adopted jointly with Nelson City Council in 2019, the IPN establishes a consistent methodology for determining minimum ground and building platform levels for subdivisions, new buildings, and major alterations.
This Tasman-specific update incorporates recent national guidance and local data to maintain alignment with best practice, without altering its core purpose or approach.
The revised IPN integrates:
· Ministry for the Environment’s Coastal Hazards and Climate Change Guidance (2024).
· Ministry of Business, Innovation, and Employment’s 2023 Natural Hazards Provisions Guidance for Building Act compliance.
· Latest climate projections, including sea-level rise and vertical land movement effects.
· NIWA’s updated coastal calculator, mean sea-level/high tide assessments, and extreme sea-level values for Waimea and Moutere Inlets.
· Improved technical definitions for clarity and accuracy.
These enhancements support robust resource and building consent processes under the Building Act 2004, New Zealand Building Code, and Tasman Resource Management Plan, promoting resilient development for 70 – 100 years ahead.
Our YouTube channel features an IPN series illustrating how it applies to minimum ground and building platform levels. 
Stakeholders, practitioners, engineers, developers, and residents are encouraged to review the draft and share feedback. Submissions will help refine the document to best serve local needs.
Have your say at shape.tasman.govt.nz/inundation-practice-note-review before Wednesday 17 December.
Project completions highlight a 2025 full of Better Off outcomes
Over the last three years, we’ve been pleased to provide a number of environmental, infrastructure and recreation opportunities with the assistance of Better Off Funding from central government.
Better Off Funding initially supported the goals of the Three Waters programme by helping local government to invest in the wellbeing of their communities. We received a Better Off Funding package of $5.64 million in 2022.
While Three Waters has since evolved into Local Water Done Well, we have gained real benefits from the funding we received. We are now at a stage where visible outcomes are emerging for the community to see and enjoy.
Of the 31 projects which were allocated Better Off Funding – eight remain active, while two other projects which did not progress had their funding redirected to boost other projects.
Of the $5.64 million, we have so far spent $4,693,193 as of September 2025.
This year alone, Better Off Funding has helped with improvements to Moutere Hills Community Centre, the Motueka Water Supply project, and providing a user-friendly online version of the Tasman Resource Management Plan (TRMP). We were also able to round out landscaping at Motueka Library Te Noninga Kumu.
We are looking forward to seeing the remaining balance used to bring about some great outcomes, including at Kingsland Forest Park, Local Water Done Well implementation, water service improvements to Kaiteriteri and Dovedale, and our iwi capability programme.
More information on this work can be found at tasman.govt.nz/better-off-funding-projects.
Wet wipes clog arteries
There are concerns about clogged arteries as we roll into the silly season, but we’re not talking about health issues from Christmas holiday overindulgence.
We are talking about the arteries which are the pipes in our wastewater network that carry bodily by-products to our sewage treatment plants.
At this time of year, we tend to see an increase in blockages caused by that classic product of convenience, wet wipes.
You may think that tossing one or two wipes into the toilet can’t hurt, but unlike toilet paper, which is designed to disintegrate, the majority of wet wipes do not break up quickly, if at all. Liberally coated in either fragrance or cleaning agents, they are designed to be tough, many made up of large proportions of plastic, and that’s where the problem lies.
Our wastewater systems have numerous pumps, filters, and grates to enable the delivery of wastewater through the pipe network to the treatment stations. Unfortunately, wipes are not wastewater, and they cause issues throughout the system.
It’s a major inconvenience, costing all ratepayers money every time we have to lift a pump to clear it of wipes.
Only a handful of brands meet the accepted flushable standard, so if you’re unsure if they meet the standard or not, the safest option is to put them in the rubbish bin.
The price of some people’s thoughtlessness is shared by everyone. So please, please, please only flush the ‘three Ps’: pee, poo, and paper!
Port plans passed
The Port Tarakohe Spatial Plan has now been adopted. It sets out the intended uses of the Port and its immediate surrounds.
The plan will inform zoning and guide future decision-making and development to ensure Tarakohe thrives as an integrated port and harbour and continues to serve as a hub for fishing, aquaculture, and boating.
Three main objectives guide the plan.
First, zoning clarity. The area within the breakwaters will be zoned Port Precinct, and the land zoned Port, with recreation and conservation overlays prioritising community spaces such as boat ramps and kororā (little blue penguin) habitats. 
Second, sustainable growth considers infrastructure needs, including potable water, wastewater, and safer access along Abel Tasman Drive, supporting local businesses and resilience.
Third, protecting special values. The coastal cliffs will gain Outstanding Natural Features status, cultural assessments with iwi will enhance this taonga, and a biodiversity group will support native habitat restoration.
The plan requires further work on the bigger-picture issues like improving road safety and traffic flow on Abel Tasman Drive, making sure water supply and wastewater systems can handle future growth, and keeping the stunning coastal cliffs and wildlife safe.
The next steps include changing the zoning, creating a port management plan, developing reports on servicing, and iwi-led cultural work – all prioritised for swift action. Commercial returns will sustain operations, blending economic vitality with environmental care. 
Check out the spatial plan at shape.tasman.govt.nz/port-tarakohe-spatial-plan.
Stay safe at the river or beach this summer
The warm weather is here, and it’s the perfect time to cool off in our rivers and at the beach. But before you dive in, there are a few things to keep in mind to ensure you and your whānau stay safe in the water this summer.
Watch out for hidden hazards! Floods earlier this year may have shifted debris in rivers, especially in the Motueka Valley. A lot of large objects such as trees, nets and truck wheels have already been found, so check underwater before diving in – things may not be as clear as last summer.
Our environmental officers test popular swim spots weekly for E.coli, enterococci, and toxic algae. Water quality is currently looking good, and post-flood data shows the Motueka River is back to normal.
We monitor water quality at the District’s hot spots throughout the season, from Collingwood and Tata Beach through to Kaiterieri, Māpua and Moturoa/Rabbit Island, and even the Tākaka, Motueka, Lee and Aniseed rivers.
Check the latest water quality and toxic algae results at tasman.govt.nz/swimming-water and tasman.govt.nz/toxic-algae-monitoring-results. 
Enjoy the water – safely!
Right approach required for river work expectations
While rivers are dynamic, constantly changing systems, the 2025 floods have pushed a number of Tasman’s rivers into a new state and balance, that will continue to adjust and settle for some time.
The long-term recovery work on our rivers will have this new dynamic state front of mind, and we will be looking to river management practices, old and new, including planting and gravel extraction, to prepare us for the next major flood as best as possible.
Recent public interactions through our district-wide River Care meetings helped us gain valuable insights into what is important to residents. Collaboration with landowners is important in establishing the needs and priorities of our work. We are also working with previous catchment staff and experts from outside the District.
The initial response during and after the floods meant immediate action was required by landowners to repair damage and minimise the impacts in anticipation of another flood, as long as that work did not adversely impact their neighbours or the river’s ability to accommodate a major flood.
It is essential now that all works completed in our rivers take account of the river in its entirety and doesn’t just shift harm from one landowner to another.
Accordingly, we will look to verify that permanent works completed during and after the floods, such as building new or raising existing stopbanks, are done to the required standards and regulations (e.g. new or changed ones are likely to need a resource consent).
Where legal requirements for permanent works that have the potential to impact adjacent landowners are not met, we will consider if compliance measures are necessary to remedy the situation. At the core of this is a long-term goal of managing flood risk sustainably and building a safe, resilient river network for everyone.
We made a splash last summer – so why not give it another go?
Following the success of last year’s partnership between the Tasman Harbourmaster and Manawhenua ki Mohua, our iwi educator ambassadors will return to Golden Bay beaches and boat ramps in the coming weeks to encourage safe boating behaviour.
This initiative, funded by Safer Boating NZ, aims to increase safety awareness and reduce incidents that happen close to the shore. This year’s message is “If you end up in the water, how prepared are you?”
This summer, we’re expanding beyond boat ramps to promote safe practices for kayakers, stand-up paddleboarders, and other watercraft enthusiasts.
Meanwhile, the Harbourmaster team will be active across the entire Tasman coastline and Nelson Lakes, supporting the campaign and engaging with boaties and recreational water users.
As part of this, we’ll also be inviting people to take part in a safer boating survey to help shape future safety initiatives.
This is a positive, voluntary activity – no compliance checks or enforcement will be involved. It’s all about education, awareness, and making our waterways safer for everyone. Look out for their friendly faces at launch sites and beaches across Tasman this summer.
Services and stops added to eBus
A few tweaks have been made to improve the eBus timetable to better align the service timing to minimise delays and make it more convenient.
If you catch the eBus at the same time every day, we recommend checking the timetable on the website to see if your bus time has changed.
The good news for early Richmond commuters using route 1 is that an additional inbound service at 6.22 am from Berryfields to Nelson has been added. The other adjustments mean the route 1 eBus arrival times will change by 4 to 11 minutes, depending on your stop.
For route 4 users, your bus will now arrive at your stop five minutes later than it used to.
Changes on routes 5 and 6, the Motueka and Wakefield services, mean there is now a stop at Rutherford Street outside Nelson College for Girls, and opposite Nelson College for Girls on the return trip. Routes 5 and 6 also have an additional stop on Salisbury Road near Champion Road and opposite Holdaway Grove in Richmond.
Route 7, which is the peak hour overflow service, will now follow the route 1 eBus and stop at all required stops.
Full details can be found at ebus.nz.
New emergency technology achieves award
We won the NZ ALGIM Local Government IT Project of the Year Award recently for our Civil Defence Emergency Operations Centre technology upgrade. This was a joint project with Nelson City Council.
The upgrade provides the Emergency Operations Centre with modern standard tools for emergency responses, so the team can stand up an emergency event quickly and independently without the need for IT resources and technical assistance. This will ensure no time is lost in the immediate emergency response.
The key to this project was truly understanding the Emergency Operations Centre team’s requirements and working to ensure that we met them. The project made use of the specialist expertise in both Councils’ technical teams to ensure a great result.
At Tasman, 2025 has been a pretty full-on year for all of us. Gaining this award for something that we did in addition to everything else, and which goes to the heart of our vision of a thriving, resilient Tasman District and supporting our community, is a fantastic achievement.
A big thank you to the Nelson Tasman Emergency Management crew for believing in the vision and being part of the journey. We all share in the success of the Emergency Operations Centre technology upgrade.
What to do if you see bird flu
Tasman farmers, environment contractors, and the wider community all play a vital role in spotting early signs of bird flu (HPAI – high pathogenicity avian influenza) to help protect our District.
If you come across three or more sick or dead wild birds together – for example, along the shores of Port Tarakohe or near Motupipi estuaries – please report it straight away to the exotic pest and disease hotline on 0800 80 99 66.
Try to provide as much detail as you can, including the exact location, photos, if possible, the bird species, and any visible symptoms. Avoid touching or moving the birds; trained response teams will handle the situation safely and humanely.
While the risk to New Zealand and Tasman remains low, the Ministry for Primary Industries, together with the Department of Conservation, Te Whatu Ora, Tasman’s biosecurity experts, and the local poultry industry, run surveillance programmes, including testing of wild birds.
Tasman’s unique environment is home to important native birds and marine mammals, making vigilance essential to protect our wildlife and farming community.
Add the exotic pest and disease hotline to your contacts now and help the team safeguard Tasman’s environment and agriculture from bird flu.
For more information, visit tasman.govt.nz/bird-flu.
Dreaming of a greener Christmas
Christmas is one of the most magical moments of the year. The stockings, the surprises, the happy chaos of unwrapping gifts – it all brings a special kind of joy to households across our District.
But once the excitement settles, the clean-up begins. Before you bundle everything into the bin, here’s a gentle reminder that much of that festive packaging can enjoy a second life through recycling. With just a little sorting, you can help make this Christmas a greener one.
Wrapping paper and cardboard can go straight into your yellow recycling bin, as long as each piece is larger than an envelope and free from plastic coating. Many gifts also arrive wrapped in layers, some recyclable, some not, so taking a moment to separate them makes a real difference.
Check to see if there’s a recycling number on plastics, and if it’s a 1,2 or 5, it can be dropped straight into your recycling bin.
Polystyrene can be recycled at Mitre 10 Mega in Nelson, and soft plastic wrapping can be dropped into the recycling bins at The Warehouse or your local supermarket.
Celebrations often mean a few extra bottles, too. These can all go into your blue glass recycling crate – just make sure it’s not overflowing.
And if you receive a gift that’s not quite right, maybe the wrong size, colour, or simply not your style, don’t throw it away – pass it on. Your local reuse store or charity shop will happily give it a new home.
Building better for the whole region
A building site can be a busy and complex place, with the construction process regularly generating a lot of waste, much of which can be reused and recycled with a little planning.
Construction and demolition activities generate 40 – 50% of the total waste going to landfills in our country. Learning how to sort resources on site so they can be diverted from the landfill, and where they can go, is a vital part of reducing construction waste.
In partnership with Nelson City Council and Gibbons Naylor, we have developed a Construction and Demolition Waste Reduction Guide and Directory to support builders and contractors in their efforts to minimise waste.
The guide has a Resource Diversion Directory and tips for effective waste management. The directory lists local services that may be able to offer construction and demolition product diversion solutions.
Meanwhile, some building waste can be recycled at the Richmond Resource Recovery Centre on Fittal Street – this is also available to DIYers who may be doing work around the house. Re-usable and recyclable building materials are accepted in the Resource Recovery loop free of charge, allowing people to reduce their landfill costs.
All details of our building waste reduction programme, including guides with suggestions on how to reduce waste, plus useful locally produced videos, can be found at tasman.govt.nz/building-waste-reduction-programme.
A new park for the Christmas holidays
Christmas has arrived early for the residents of the Meadows and Berryfields in Richmond. Brand new play equipment has been installed in Rosales Park, between Summersfield Boulevard and Ambrosia Street, just in time for the Christmas school holidays.
Early on in the project, we asked for community feedback and got some great ideas around what aspects would make the space really pop. We think the final development reflects an area that will be well-used and appreciated by all who drop by to socialise, exercise and explore.
We’ve created beautiful natural surrounds which are essential to any park area, as well as awesome play facilities with a climbing tower and big slide, swings, rope agility apparatus, log steppers, and a wheelchair-accessible carousel.
A permanent shade structure will be installed over the exposed aggregate concrete area.
The reserve is more than 3,000 square metres, which we hope will become a focal point of the neighbourhood.
Planting the boundary shrubberies started a few months ago, and those plants are establishing well, with feijoa and lemon trees being added to these areas.
The new Rosales Park improves access to the southwestern side of The Meadows, providing great access between the residential areas to Jubilee Park and the nearby cycleways.
Newsline Notices
Council hui
Meetings will take place in person and be live-streamed. To view live or previous meetings, visit youtube.com/@tasmandistrictcouncilmeetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings will be held at the Council Chamber, 189 Queen Street, Richmond. For details, visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Golden Bay Community Board
Monday 15 December,1.00 pm. Tākaka Office, 78 Commercial Street.
Motueka Community Board
Tuesday 16 December, 2.00 pm. Motueka Library, Wallace Street.
Community Board appointments
Grant Knowles has been elected Chair of the Golden Bay Community Board, with Axel Downard-Wilke as Deputy Chair. Claire Hutt has been elected Chair of the Motueka Community Board, with Laura Lusk as Deputy Chair.
Maritime events
Event activity: New Year’s Eve fireworks.
Date: 31 December 2025.
Location: Little Kaiteriteri.
Event activity: New Year’s Eve fireworks.
Date: 31 December 2025.
Location: Torrent Bay.
Event activity: Sea swim.
Date: 4 January 2026.
Location: Tata Beach, Golden Bay.
Under the provisions of the Navigation Safety Bylaw 2024, the Harbourmaster has granted authorisations for these events. Due to navigation safety requirements, water users not involved in these events may be excluded from defined areas during these activities. Further details and any new events can be viewed at tasman.govt.nz/maritime-events.
Emergency recovery period extended 
Tasman Mayor Tim King has extended the official emergency recovery period for Tasman District by a further 28 days, continuing until Thursday 1 January 2026. This decision has been made in accordance with the powers provided under the Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act to ensure the continued safety and recovery of our communities. 
Proposed temporary road closures
Applicant: Tasman School.
Event: Muddy Buddy – fundraising event.
Location: Aporo Road between Dicker Road and Baldwin Road, Tasman Village.
Date and time: Sunday 15 March 2026, 9.00 am – 3.00 pm.
Applicant: Richmond/Waimea RSA.
Event: ANZAC Day Parade.
Location: Queen Street – from Sundial Square to McIndoe Place. Cambridge Street – from Oxford Street to Queen Street. Oxford Street – from 38 Oxford Street to Gladstone Road (SH6). As Queen Street will be closed, the bus will have a temporary bus stop set up on Talbot Street outside PAK’nSAVE. 
Date and time: Saturday 25 April 2026, 10.00 am – 12.30 pm.
Applicant: Richmond/Waimea RSA.
Event: ANZAC Day Parade.
Location: Whitby Way, Wakefield – from the Edward Street/Arrow Street intersection to Whitby Road (SH6) and the Wakefield carpark entrance.
Date and time: Saturday 25 April 2026, 9.00 am – 12.00 pm.
Applicant: Motueka RSA.
Event: ANZAC Day Parade.
Location: Pa Street, Motueka – from Bennett Street to the Countdown carpark. 
Date and time: Saturday 25 April 2026, 6.00 am – 7.30 am.
Applicant: Motueka RSA.
Event: ANZAC Day Parade.
Location: School Road, Riwaka – from the SH6 intersection to 12 School Road.
Date and time: Saturday 25 April 2026, 8.45 am – 9.30 am.
Applicant: Nelson RSA.
Event: ANZAC Day Parade.
Location: Aranui Road, Māpua – from Higgs Road to the tennis courts.
Date and time: Saturday 25 April 2026, 10.30 am – 11.30 am.
Objections close 5.00 pm Friday 24 January 2026. Please send any objections to tania.brown@tasman.govt.nz.
Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to see the latest alcohol licence applications.
Holiday hours and services 2025/2026
We’re on call these holidays. For urgent or emergency issues, you can contact us 24 hours a day on 03 543 8400.
Service centres
All service centres – Richmond, Motueka, Tākaka and Murchison – will close at 4.00 pm on Friday 19 December and reopen with normal hours on Monday 5 January (Tuesday 6 January for Murchison). This shutdown period also applies to all AA and NZTA services available at our service centres, and these services will not be available during this time.
Rubbish and recycling
Rubbish and recycling collections scheduled for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day will move from Thursday to Friday. Regular Friday collections in these two weeks will also be one day later. If you leave the area before collection day or have extra, you can drop your recycling and Council rubbish bags at any resource recovery centre free of charge.
Our resource recovery centres will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, but otherwise open as normal. Opening hours vary for each centre, and you can find details on our website.
Libraries
Richmond, Motueka and Tākaka libraries will close at 5.00 pm on Tuesday 23 December and will reopen again with normal hours on Monday 5 January. Murchison Library will be closed during the same time/dates as the Murchison Service Centre. Due dates for library items will be extended, so items will not be due back during the shutdown period. After hours returns chutes at Richmond, Motueka and Tākaka libraries will remain open. Our public Wi-Fi will still be accessible from outside library buildings.
eBuses
There is no eBus service on Christmas Day. On other public holidays, Routes 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be running on a reduced timetable, and Routes 5 and 6 will not be running. Check the timetables at ebus.nz and select the holidays tab to see the schedules.
Building team hours
Our offices close at 4.00 pm on Friday 19 December and reopen at 8.00 am on Monday 5 January. This means the last day for building inspections is Thursday 18 December with the first day of inspections starting again on Monday 5 January. The statutory clock stops on Saturday 20 December and restarts on Saturday 10 January.
What’s On In Tasman
Christmas in the Park
Saturday 13 December, 6.00 pm – 9.00 pm, Washbourn Gardens, Richmond.
Enjoy your favourite Christmas carols, live performances, and kids’ activities. Share a picnic with your whānau or grab a bite from one of the food trucks. Don’t miss a special visit from Santa, spreading festive cheer and holiday magic. Rain date: Sunday 14 December.
Afterglow Youth Dance Party
Saturday 13 December, 9.00 pm – 10.00 pm, Washbourn Gardens, Richmond.
Following Christmas in the Park, the energy turns up with Afterglow – a youth dance in the park! Dance into the night with big beats, glow lights, and nothing but good vibes. Come dressed to glow, no booze, just bangers. Rain date: Sunday 14 December.
Kids drama workshop
Wednesday 14 January, 2.00 pm – 3.30 pm, Richmond Library.
What would it feel like if you were a cat? Or a bird? How would you walk? What sounds would you make? This workshop will provide an opportunity for children and young people to develop performance and creative thinking skills. To register please visit our website, tasmanlibraries.govt.nz.
Caring for Kahurangi book talk
Tuesday 16 December, 5.30 pm – 7.30 pm, Motueka Library.
Beautifully illustrated with Ruedi Mosimann’s photographs, Sandy and Robin Toy’s book describes the journey of ‘Friends of Flora’ with tales of volunteer adventures. Books will be available to purchase for $59.99.
Coffee with Timo
Friday 19 December, 10.30 am, Coffee on Queen, Richmond.
New Richmond Ward Councillor Timo Neubauer is having regular catch-ups at a Richmond café. It’s a relaxed space to chat about what’s working (and what’s not), share your ideas, and talk about your vision for Tasman. No microphones, no agenda, and no need for a speaking slot at public forum – just come along and have a coffee with Timo.
Richmond community Christmas dinner
Thursday 25 December, 11.00 am, Church on the Hill Hall, Richmond.
A Christmas Day lunchtime meal available to anyone in the community who would like to attend. This is a ticketed event – get your ticket from the Richmond Mall information desk, Age Concern Richmond office, or the Church on the Hill office. Tickets are free, koha is appreciated on the day.
Love Richmond Market Day
Monday 29 December, 9.00 am – 3.00 pm, Queen Street, Richmond.
Richmond businesses and market stallholders from across Aotearoa will be lining the street with an outstanding array of food, clothing, plants, fresh summer produce, local artisan products, and free activities for the kids. Free entry.
