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Stopbanks progress storming on
There’s been plenty of rain in recent weeks to test us, but progress has been banking up with stage two of the Motueka River Stopbank Refurbishment project.
Our earthworks programme for 2025/2026 has been building on last season’s improvements to the Lower Motueka River stopbank network and Peach Island.
The Lower Motueka River and Brooklyn Stream stopbanks are receiving upgrades across 6.7km, building on the 4.8km initial stage of works.
Refurbishment work will raise the crest of the stopbanks in areas where it is no longer high enough to provide protection from a 1-in-50-year flood event and provide a gravelled 4m crest width for safe access.
It will also address areas where the stopbanks might have weaknesses that could cause them to fail in a large flood event.
Following a great start to works last year with a 720m section refurbishment of the Lower Motueka stopbank, since Christmas we have managed to refurbish a further 900m.
Work around the Peach Island site is all but complete, constructing a broader culvert at the downstream end, allowing water that accumulates to drain faster after flooding.
Between now and the end of April, our staff and contractors will be busy at sites on Motueka River West Bank Road, Anderson Road and College Street.
We are grateful to Kānoa Regional Economic Development & Investment Unit for their co-funding contribution to the project that has enabled this level of refurbishment.
We look forward to the completion of stage two of the project, as well as rolling out the second tranche of co-investment funding announced for Motueka River flood protection upgrades under the Government’s Regional Infrastructure Fund.
Community voice on proposed bills
We recently made submissions on Central Government’s new Planning and Natural Environment Bills, the proposed National Rates Capping, and the Simplifying Local Government draft proposal.
Planning and Natural Environment
Our submission highlights that these reforms will significantly reshape how decisions are made about land use, housing, infrastructure, freshwater, the coast, rural production and natural hazards in Tasman.
As a unitary authority, we are concerned that splitting planning and environmental functions across two Acts could undermine the integrated system in which it currently operates.
Key themes include the need for clear and timely national direction, realistic timeframes and resourcing, better alignment between spatial planning, environmental limits and consenting, strong arrangements for iwi and Treaty settlements, and flexibility to reflect local science, hazards and community priorities.
Rates Capping
We do not support the proposed assumption-based model, as it fails to reflect the real cost pressures individual councils face and risks undermining long-term community wellbeing.
Our submission stresses that the cap assumes a steady-state environment and does not account for major non-business-as-usual drivers such as climate impacts, ageing infrastructure, higher regulatory requirements, and the need to build community resilience.
We asked them to reconsider how any cap is designed so it properly reflects these realities, and excludes fees and charges, three waters and emergency management.
Simplifying Local Government
We support simplifying local government; however, the details must work for communities, not against them. 
We question whether the proposed Combined Territories Boards will truly deliver integrated regional decision-making, warning they could create conflicting roles for mayors and increase costs to ratepayers. We back proportional voting in principle, but think relying on population alone risks smaller rural areas being outvoted, and instead recommend a model that also reflects geographic size and complexity. 
We are open to regional reorganisation but argue that existing unitary authorities should not be compelled to produce new plans and that reform costs should not fall unfairly on ratepayers or further lessen Māori participation in decision-making.
Iwi reps to continue on Council committees
Elected Members recently confirmed their support for having a non-voting iwi representative on the Council and to establish one iwi representative role with voting rights to each of the two standing committees – Strategy Finance and Performance, and Environment Regulatory and Operations. 
An iwi representative can provide additional te ao Māori perspectives and diverse points of view at the table, which can help strengthen our decision-making.
The purpose of iwi representatives is to assist us in meeting our obligations under legislation to facilitate participation by Māori in local authority decision-making processes. It also recognises the partnership agreement signed in 2023 by Te Tauihu Iwi and Nelson, Marlborough and Tasman Councils – Together Te Tauihu – A Partnership Agreement for a Stronger Te Tauihu.
To date, Tasman District Council has benefited from an iwi representative on the former Operations Committee, three on the Local Water Done Well Governance Board and on two Joint Committees between Nelson City and Tasman District.
We had previously resolved to have a non-voting iwi representative on the Council and a voting iwi representative on each of the then-standing committees.
With the new 2025 – 2028 triennium, given the previous Council decision to appoint iwi representatives, it was necessary to confirm appointments and delegations for the updated committee structure. 
These roles have been budgeted for as part of the 2024 – 2034 10-Year Plan and the 2024/2025 Annual Plan. Iwi Chairs are nominating representatives for the roles, and the appointments will be confirmed by the Council soon after.
We look forward to welcoming the new representatives as they bring their knowledge and perspectives to the table.
Civil Defence welfare volunteers wanted
Do you have a heart for supporting your community? Is respect for people of different cultures and backgrounds one of your qualities? Can you quickly adapt to a rapidly changing and often challenging environment?
If you can tick these boxes, Nelson Tasman Emergency Management wants to hear from you. Right now, they’re looking for a team of Civil Defence Welfare Volunteers.
When a Civil Defence Centre opens in an emergency, it’s a safe and welcoming place for shelter, information, and support. As a volunteer at a Civil Defence Centre, you may be tasked with welcoming people, assisting with parking, serving refreshments, updating information boards, administration, needs assessments, or providing a caring listening ear at a time of uncertainty.
Volunteers are provided with initial online training followed by a face-to-face course. The next training is in Richmond over two evenings on Wednesday 18 and Thursday 26 March.
Due to the vulnerable nature of people who may visit a Civil Defence Centre during an emergency, all volunteers must go through police vetting checks.
If you have a can-do attitude or any questions, contact Nelson Tasman Emergency Management Group Welfare Manager Kathy King on 027 538 3463 or kathy.king@ntem.govt.nz.
New name for new committee
Our Council Chamber has been a hive of activity in recent weeks as Elected Members get back to the business of decision-making on behalf of Tasman residents.
Our new committee structure is now in full swing – including the first Information Forum and the continuation of having workshops open to the public by default.
We’ve also had the first Strategy Finance and Performance Committee meeting for this triennium. This new iteration of the former Strategy and Policy, and Enterprise Committees, oversees everything that the name suggests.
Strategy Finance and Performance covers a wide-ranging list of responsibilities, which includes the physical development and growth of the Tasman District through a focus on land and resource use and the appropriate provision of infrastructure, as well as overseeing the management of our financial and commercial activities.
It’s the place where not only our financial performance is discussed, but also the overall performance of the organisation.
It’s also where recommendations to Council are made on the 10-Year and Annual Plans, Activity Management Plans, Statutory Policies, Annual Report, and Resource Management Act Policies and Plans.
Meetings are held every four weeks, with the membership consisting of all Councillors and the Mayor. Cr Kit Maling is chair of the committee, with Cr Dave Woods as deputy.
An iwi representative with voting rights will also sit on the committee.
As with our Full Council meeting, Standing Committees and Information Forum, there is an opportunity to register to speak at the public forum, and every meeting will be livestreamed on our meetings YouTube channel.
For details on all our meetings and ways to view, attend or speak at them, visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings.
Early finish likely on Richmond bridge
Small programme gains are adding up on one of our current major construction projects, with the Lower Queen Street Bridge capacity upgrade now likely to be finished earlier than expected.
When work kicked off last May, the original planned opening of the new structure was scheduled for August 2026, but now the project team is confident that it will be two or three months earlier than that.
The upgrade means Borck Creek, which runs under the bridge, will have its flow capacity increased from the current 35 cubic metres a second to allow for a flow of 105 cubic metres a second.
The new bridge is starting to rapidly take shape with the first span of 17 huge concrete beams going into place a couple of weeks ago – you can now see the full width of the structure.
There will be three spans of 17 beams in place on the completed bridge before the final carriageway is formed over it.
The forecast for early completion is good news for businesses in the Lower Queen Street area and for more than 12 thousand vehicles, many of them large trucks, that use the road every day.
Wakefield community connection complete
We’re proud to see the new community link path now finished and open for everyone to enjoy along State Highway 6 Whitby Road in Wakefield.
This project was delivered through our Alliance partner Downer NZ Ltd’s community fund, supporting a safe and practical connection that local residents have been advocating for for some time.
Despite some challenging weather and recent storm recovery works, the team have delivered a great result for the community.
A big thank you to Downer for funding this path, and also the Wakefield Community Council, Tasman District Council staff, and local advocates who helped bring this idea to life.
It’s projects like this that make a real difference – improving safety, accessibility, and everyday connections for people of all ages.
We’re looking forward to seeing this path become a well-used part of the Wakefield network for years to come.
Positive Ageing Expo line-up unveiled
The line-up of talks and workshops is out, and this year’s Positive Ageing Expo looks like it’ll be one of the best yet.
With the theme ‘Living Well, Ageing Better’, the expo is on Saturday 21 March at the Headingly Centre in Richmond.
The event runs between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm and will showcase organisations and services that support people aged 50-plus to live well, stay connected, and prepare for their next life stage with purpose and confidence.
Along with dozens of stalls and displays, the expo offers a range of talks and classes.
· 10.15 am, Pilates class 
· 10.45 am, talk by photographer Craig Potton – Finding the Wild
· 11.30 am, talk by Karl Williscroft about building and managing wealth before and during retirement
· 12.15 pm, talk by Kate Goodman – Age Deliciously: Fuelling Your Best Years
· 1.15 pm, join a strength and balance class with Ange 
There are 30-minute e-bike workshops at 11.00 am, noon and 1.00 pm covering essential topics including safety, bike and helmet checks, safe stopping techniques, how to use gears effectively, and understanding power assistance.
A shuttle bus will be running between the expo at Headingly Centre and the Richmond Interchange on Queen Street. Or if you’re on your bike, the first 20 people to arrive by bike will get a free coffee.
Remember that the new entry to the centre is via Saltmarsh Lane off Estuary Place. 
See you at the expo!
A new innovation hub for Tasman
Mahitahi Tasman officially opened its new collaborative workspace in Māpua in late February, giving local businesses, remote workers and entrepreneurs a professional place to work closer to home.
The new hub builds on the success of Mahitahi’s Nelson site and responds to a simple need: flexible, affordable workspace with the added benefit of connection. Whether you work for yourself, run a small business, or are employed remotely, Mahitahi offers a productive alternative to working from the kitchen table.
Members can choose from flexible co-working options, casual hot desks or bookable meeting rooms suitable for client meetings, workshops or community groups. The space is designed to be practical and welcoming, somewhere you can focus, meet others, and feel part of a wider business community.
Mahitahi Chair Russell Manning says more people are choosing to live in Tasman while working nationally or internationally.
“Work patterns have fundamentally changed. More people are working remotely or running independent businesses, but they still want connection,” he says. “Mahitahi exists to bring people together.”
Mahitahi operates as a not-for-profit and works in partnership with Nelson Marlborough Institute of Technology, Nelson Regional Development Agency, and Nelson Tasman Chamber of Commerce, helping members tap into local training, events and business support opportunities.
If you’re looking for a professional base without the commute, Mahitahi Tasman in Māpua may be the right fit.
Visit mahitahicolab.nz/tasman for pricing, from casual hot desk bookings to full-time use of the facilities and spaces.
Pioneer tree man recognised
He is an inspiration to young and old in the nursery industry, and at the age of 91, Eric Appleton continues to be actively involved in his tree nursery near Wakefield.
Eric has been recognised for his phenomenal knowledge, expertise, and lifelong work in the arboriculture sector with a special Tasman District Council Service Award presented by Tasman Mayor Tim King.
Since arriving in New Zealand after a 25,000-kilometre overland motorbike emigration in 1956, he has worked his way to the forefront of the tree industry.
In 1960, he moved to Wakefield when he became the manager of Baigents Tree Nursery, where he implemented fertiliser trials to correct severe nutritional problems apparent in the Moutere clay soils.
Appleton’s Tree Nursery began operations in 1968, where Eric and his wife sold Pinus radiata seedlings. Then they started to grow an increasing range of other tree species to encourage diversity in the landscape. Some of this diversity can be seen driving south through Wakefield, past the police station and in front of Faulkner Bush where we enjoy Eric’s personal choice of plantings.
Eric Appleton’s impact on the arboriculture industry both nationally and internationally is immense. Internet searches turn up articles and associations with Eric with NZ Crop Association, the Environmental Protection Authority, NZ School of Forestry, the International Plant Propagators Society – the list is huge!
Eric still freely gives advice on the appropriate planting for forestry and amenity horticulture, and his legacy will be huge redwoods, oaks and many other exotic and native trees planted around Aotearoa New Zealand.
Students climb to new heights
Outdoor education students can climb higher than before, no matter what weather is thrown at them.
Whenua Iti Outdoors in Lower Moutere has just opened a new purpose-built all-weather climbing centre.
We were able to chip in with a Community Grant, alongside Tūpiki Trust, the Lotteries Commission, Department of Internal Affairs, the Whenua Iti Outdoors Trust, plus private donors, to help get the facility off the ground.
The new centre features multiple internal climbing walls, each about nine metres high, and is thought to be one of the largest open-air outdoor climbing centres in Aotearoa New Zealand. Its most unique feature is that it provides shelter from the elements.
Tasman District Deputy Mayor Brent Maru shared the joint opening honours at a ceremony last month.
He says it was a privilege to attend the opening of the new climbing wall.
“This facility adds another tool for the team at Whenua Iti to utilise in the inspiring and motivational work they do for upwards of 4,000 young people each year. I’m pleased we could offer some support.”
Concept work for the centre began in 2024 following an internal review of the existing climbing facilities on the abseil tower. Construction of stage one was finished on time in late 2025 at a cost of just under $250,000.
Pictured above: Deputy Mayor Brent Maru, WIO Founder Hazel Nash, Tūpiki Trust Board Member Ross Cullen, and WIO CEO Mark Bruce-Miller officially opening the Climbing Centre.
New water pipes for Murchison
There’s good news for Murchison residents; after months of planning, a new water supply pipe is on its way later this month.
There has been growing frustration over the past year or so with repeated breaks in the old pipe that supplies the township, which is getting old.
One recent break in Fairfax Street was reported on the evening of 17 February, with contractors working through the night to repair it.
Although the pipe was reconnected by about 4.30 am the following morning, airlocks in the system created problems restarting the water treatment plant, which meant the resumption of full water supply was intermittent and it didn’t resume until around mid-morning.
A water tanker was put on standby so affected residents could fill water containers if required.
We understand the frustration that these water outages keep happening, but with the new pipes, they should become a thing of the past.
The replacement water main project will start during the week of 16 March, with the $1 million job expected to take about three months.
Prepare for Motueka pipe repair
A wastewater pipe that runs under the shared path, attached to the SH60 Motueka River Bridge, is going to have repairs done next week.
The pipe is showing signs of failure, and a temporary fix was done at Christmas time when a small leak was discovered.
It carries wastewater from all connected properties between Riwaka and Kaiteriteri, including Stephen’s Bay and Little Kaiteriteri, to the Motueka Wastewater Plant.
The planned work will be done on Tuesday 17 March between 8.00 am and 5.00 pm, weather permitting, otherwise on one of the following two days.
While the work is being done, we need to reduce the pressure on the system, so we’re asking residents west of the Motueka Bridge to ease back from using things like washing machines, dishwashers, and showers, and to flush toilets as little as possible.
We will also have tankers removing wastewater from pump stations in the area to help manage the situation.
Traffic, including pedestrians and cyclists on the bridge, won’t be affected by the work. 
Thanks for your support and understanding while we get this job done.
Compostable ≠ recyclable
Compostable containers are great in theory, but they’re not as straightforward as you may think. Lots of containers are compostable, but being compostable does not mean they’re recyclable.
Compostable containers cannot go in your yellow recycling bin, and unless they clearly state ‘home compostable’ on them (so they can go in your compost bin at home), they need to go in your rubbish bin.
We’ll have a different recycling tip in each Newsline this year, so keep an eye out!
Motueka Community Board
The Motueka Community Board is currently focused on preparing its submission for Tasman District Council’s Annual Plan, with public submissions open from 30 March through to 3 May. This is an important opportunity for residents to have their say on priorities for the coming year.
Alongside the Annual Plan, the Board is also looking ahead to identify special projects and key initiatives for the next three years, ensuring that Motueka’s needs and aspirations are clearly represented in future planning.
Recent public forum sessions have highlighted the wide range of issues that matter to our community. Speakers have addressed topics including emergency preparedness planning, traffic light configuration and safety, the saltwater baths, support for the rescue helicopter service, and river management. These contributions are invaluable in helping the Board understand local perspectives and advocate effectively on behalf of residents.
Regarding emergency preparedness, we ask any grassroots/preparedness groups being formed to please get in touch, to help identify what resources are available and accessible across the ward.
Community participation remains central to the Board’s work. Our monthly meetings are held on the third Tuesday of each month, from 3.00 pm, and the public is encouraged to attend. The public forum is held at the beginning of each meeting, providing an opportunity for individuals and groups to speak directly to the Board about issues or ideas.
If you would like to speak at the public forum, please register at tasman.govt.nz/speaking-and-presenting-at-meetings or pop into the Motueka Service Centre.
Your input helps shape decisions that affect Motueka’s future.
What’s On In Tasman
Wellby Talking Cafés
· Tuesday 10 March, 10.00 am – 11.30 am, St Peter’s Anglican Church, Tapawera.
· Tuesday 10 March, 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm, Richmond Library.
· Wednesday 18 March, 10.00 am – 11.30 am, Motueka Library.
Come along for a relaxed cuppa to start your journey connecting with others who enjoy the same things. You can pop in for a quick chat or stay for a longer conversation with friendly people.
English Conversation Group
Thursdays, 11.00 am – 12.00 pm, Richmond Library.
Is your first language a language other than English? Join our friendly conversation group – it’s free, and all English speakers of other languages are welcome.
Digi Drop-In
Fridays, 11.00 am – 12.00 pm, Tākaka Library.
If you’re struggling to understand how to use your device or want to find out more about the e-Resources accessible through the library, we can help.
Waimea Youth Hub
Wednesdays (excluding school holidays), 4.00 pm – 6.00 pm, Richmond Aquatic Centre foyer.
The Waimea Youth Hub is a new midweek chill spot for young people. Come hang out after school with friends, play games, study if you need to, and enjoy discounted gym and pool entry. A relaxed, safe space for high school students with support from youth workers and Aquatic Centre staff. Opening on a trial basis for the next three months. A Waimea Youth Council initiative.
Art Matters
Third Friday of the month, 10.30 am – 12.00 pm, Motueka Library.
Engage your artistic side with thoughtful conversations about art and why art matters. Each month will feature a topic of interest. If you are passionate about art, this may be a great group for you to learn and share perspectives.
It’s on in Nelson Tasman
To keep up with events happening across the region, visit nelsontasman.nz/events.
Newsline Notices
Council hui
Meetings will take place in person and be live-streamed. To view live or previous meetings, visit youtube.com/@tasmandistrictcouncilmeetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings will be held at the Council Chamber, 189 Queen Street, Richmond. For details, visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Audit and Risk Committee
Tuesday 10 March, 1.30 pm. No public forum.
Tasman District Council
Thursday 12 March, 9.30 am.
Joint Committee of Nelson City and Tasman District Councils
Tuesday 17 March, 9.30 am. Nelson City Council, 110 Trafalgar Street.
Motueka Community Board
Tuesday 17 March, 3.00 pm. Motueka Library, Wallace Street.
Information Forum
Wednesday 18 March, 9.30 am.
Joint Regional Transport Committee
Wednesday 18 March, 1.00 pm. Nelson City Council, 110 Trafalgar Street.
Strategy Finance and Performance Committee
Thursday 19 March, 9.30 am.
Emergency recovery period extended
Tasman Mayor Tim King has extended the official emergency recovery period for Tasman District by a further 28 days, continuing until Thursday 26 March 2026. This decision has been made in accordance with the powers provided under the Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act to ensure the continued safety and recovery of our communities.
Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to see the latest alcohol licence applications.
Maritime events
Event activity: Queen and King of the Bay.
Date: 14 and 15 March 2026.
Location: Māpua.
Event activity: Māpua Community Regatta.
Date: 15 March 2026.
Location: Māpua.
Under the provisions of the Navigation Safety Bylaw 2024, the Harbourmaster has granted authorisations for these events. Due to navigation safety requirements, water users not involved in these events may be excluded from defined areas during these activities. Further details and any new events can be viewed at tasman.govt.nz/maritime-events.
Flush your taps, check your roof 
Some plumbing fittings have the potential to allow minute traces of metals to accumulate in water standing in the fittings for several hours. 
Although the health risk is small, the Ministry of Health / Manatū Hauora recommends that you flush a mugful of water from your drinking water tap each morning before use, to remove any metals that may have dissolved from the plumbing fittings. 
We recommend this simple precaution for all households, including those on public and private water supplies. 
Everybody should try to save water whenever they can, so you could collect the small amount you flush from the taps and use it for something else like watering plants (but not the veggie garden). 
If you have a rainwater supply, flushing taps won’t help. You need to check your roof and guttering for materials that may contain metals that could contaminate the water: lead flashing, lead-headed nails and lead paint, for example. These should be replaced if you find them.
