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Salisbury Road rebuild to start
Richmond’s Salisbury Road, from the Champion Road roundabout to Arbor-Lea Avenue, is in for a much-needed rebuild from next week.
The job involves repairing structurally failed sections of the road, reconstructing the road base where required, and replacing the surface with new asphalt.
Salisbury Road is a key transport route for Tasman, and structural repairs are required, not just surface maintenance. Getting this work done now will improve safety for all road users, extend the life of the road, and reduce the need for ongoing reactive repairs.
Work is being done in two stages, beginning on Tuesday 7 April and will take two weeks.
There will be traffic changes over the project period, including temporary lane changes and a short one‑way detour at different times.
Traffic flow will remain consistent, and access to homes and businesses will be maintained wherever possible, although there may be some delays and short‑term access restrictions as different stages of work are carried out.
Route 2 eBus services along Salisbury Road will also be affected. The bus stop on Salisbury Road outside Woolworths will be closed and shifted to the stop outside Waimea College for Richmond-bound buses.
Nelson-bound buses on Route 2 will use the first stop on Salisbury Road and then detour down Talbot Street and the Richmond Deviation to rejoin their regular route picking up passengers on Main Road Stoke – the other three Salisbury Road Nelson-bound bus stops will be out of action while this work is taking place.
We’re doing this work during school holidays to minimise any disruptions.
Download the Antenno app to stay up to date with any changes.
Goodbye to Captain Hook
As the lower Queen Street bridge upgrade moves toward the finishing line, it’s time to say goodbye to the machine that’s become a fixture on the skyline in the area – Captain Hook is to be dismantled.
The massive 250-tonne crawler crane has been doing all the heavy lifting on the site of the project to build a new, bigger, better bridge, which is designed to let water flow more freely in Borck Creek during heavy rain.
But the job of pulling the monster machine apart means we’re going to need to close the temporary bypass road for two nights, between 7.00 pm and 6.00 am, so it can be deconstructed and then trucked down south on a fleet of nine heavy transporters. During the day, the bypass will be open for traffic as usual.
The work is scheduled for the nights of Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 April when the section of road from the Arvida Waimea Plain Village entrance to the intersection of McShane Road will be closed for traffic.
Traffic management will be in place, the entrance to the village will remain open, and traffic will detour along McShane Road.
Once the big machine is off site, work can continue forming the road approaches to the new bridge. At this stage, the project is still ahead of schedule, and the staged opening of the bridge is expected to happen much earlier than the original date of August. 
For project updates, visit shape.tasman.govt.nz/lqs-bridge.
Earlier eBus services are arriving soon
Rising fuel prices appear to be driving more Tasman and Nelson residents to take the bus, so a new adjusted timetable starting Tuesday 7 April will help to manage commuter demand.
The Regional Land Transport Committee, comprising representatives of both Tasman District and Nelson City Councils, has approved the introduction of additional early morning services.
Currently, Route 1 arrives in Nelson early enough for people to get to work by 8.00 am. However, the earliest time Route 1 gets to Richmond is 7.55 am. Route 2 delivers people into Nelson in time for an 8.00 am start and to Richmond in time for an 8.30 am start, which is too late for some.
One additional trip in each direction on Route 1 (via Waimea Road) and Route 2 (via Tāhunanui) means commuters will get into Nelson to start work at 7.30 am and into Richmond in time to start work at 7.30 am and 8.00 am.
The earlier service was intended to start in July, but anecdotal evidence shows growing passenger numbers due to the current fuel situation, so the committee requested that the new timetable be introduced as soon as possible.
Adding these additional early morning services is expected to cost $40,000 each year. The existing Public Transport budgets allow for this extra cost, so no additional budget is needed.
Household chemicals now accepted
We’re now offering options for disposal of household hazardous waste at all our Resource Recovery Centres.
Commonly, these materials are things like old garden sprays, household cleaners, paint, glues, or chemicals used in hobbies.
Putting these chemicals out with general household rubbish can do a lot of damage. If the packaging is old and deteriorating, the contents can present a hazard to kerbside waste collection staff.
For the safe disposal of household hazardous waste, we now offer drop-off services at our Resource Recovery Centres.
We remain legally responsible for the waste we accept, so it’s necessary to provide us with full details prior to using the service to ensure everything is done safely.
You can download and fill in the acceptance form from our website and take it with you, or fill out a form once you get to the Recovery Centre.
For transport, make sure the household hazardous wastes are safely wrapped and contained, preferably in their original containers and include all labelling and other information. The packaged waste should not be able to leak or mix with other packaged waste.
We can’t accept commercial hazardous waste, demolition wastes like asbestos, agricultural and horticultural hazardous waste, explosives, and fumigants.
If you have any questions, give us a call on 03 543 8400.
Bad farm rubbish practice – it’s the pits! 
If you live on a rural property, the idea of having a rubbish pit to dispose of farm or household waste might seem to be a convenient way of tidying up.
However, when it comes to dumping or even burning large quantities, we’re encouraging everyone to consider how they can reduce the amount and subsequent effect of what goes in the hole.
We recommend using a skip or taking rubbish to the nearest Resource Recovery Centre. However, if you do have an on-farm dump, here are some points to ponder:
Ensure your farm dump is not in a gully, is at least 50m from a surface waterbody or a domestic water supply bore, and at least 1m above the average winter level of groundwater.
If your farm dump contains hazardous material, it will be added to the Hazardous Activities and Industries List (HAIL) register and may require sampling, remediation and management.
Separating rubbish items into recyclable, hazardous or green/organic material will help identify any potential issues.
Many items can be disposed of or recycled at no cost. Our Resource Recovery Centres take most batteries (no EV or leaking ones), as well as paint and e-waste. Clean tyres can also be recycled for free.
Externally, agrichemical waste and containers can be recycled via Agrecovery, while balege, silage wrap and similar items can be recycled via Plasback. Scrap metal can be recycled through a local dealer – you might even make some money from it!
If you do burn rubbish, please don’t burn any municipal, domestic, industrial or trade waste, plastics, treated timber, rubber, waste oils and asbestos.
Further information can be found at tasman.govt.nz/recycling-and-rubbish.
Team effort eases eel death incident
Our staff were recently called to investigate a mass tuna/eel mortality event in a creek in the Waimea Plains vicinity.
Events like these are as complex as they are sad and can be caused by many different factors. While samples of water and dead tuna were taken for analysis, no conclusive cause of their fate has been identified at this time.
A decision was made to retrieve the tuna from the water to minimise further impacts on the waterway as they break down.
Despite the unfortunate situation, the incident was a positive example of how Council teams can work together. The experience and knowledge of our environmental scientists, in conjunction with compliance staff, proved invaluable in the investigation and liaising with landowners.
Our Te Kāhui Hononga team also provided key assistance. As well as keeping ngā iwi o Te Tauihu in the loop, they joined compliance staff in carrying out the unenviable task of removing the tuna from the creek.
Tuna are a taonga species that are highly valued, and we wanted to ensure that tikanga was upheld. From a te ao Māori (Māori world view) perspective, an event like this degrades the mauri (life force) of these waterways, so it was important that the tuna were removed from the waterway and respectfully disposed of.
In total, 52 tuna were removed and buried in a suitable spot away from the waterway.
Quail Valley Road repaired and rocking 
Last year’s storm caused significant damage to Quail Valley Road, with a major washout completely severing the connection between Eighty Eight Valley and SH6, and a second dropout near the Eighty Eight Valley end further compromising access.
Planning for reinstatement began back in October. Due to the steep bank above the washout, retreating the road was not feasible. Engineers determined the safest solution was to realign the stream and rebuild the missing road through substantial earthworks.
Work had to be delayed until summer stream flows dropped to safe levels, allowing the team to complete slip and stormwater channel works, along with installing a short section of riprap to stabilise the area.
The heavy work began in January, requiring simultaneous work at both damaged sites. Before heavy vehicles could access the main washout, four hazardous overhanging trees at the dropout site were removed. An access ramp was then cut into the river, toe rock installed one metre into the riverbed, rock armouring placed, and the road edge rebuilt using quarry run from Punawai.
At the main washout, bulk earthworks were carried out, and the road was rebuilt in compacted layers. Toe rock and rock armouring were installed as the road height was restored, and beam testing completed to confirm structural strength. Finally, road shaping, grading and installation of site rails was done ahead of reopening.
The project was wrapped up at the end of February, restoring full access through Quail Valley.
Public forum – your place at the table
While there have been some recent changes to the makeup of our standing committees, one thing that hasn’t changed is your opportunity to speak in public forum.
At the start of ordinary meetings (Full Council, Strategy Finance and Performance, Environment Regulatory and Operations, and Information Forum as well as the Motueka and Golden Bay Community Board meetings), up to 30 minutes is set aside for public forum.
Individuals speaking on behalf of themselves have five minutes, while up to two people representing a group or organisation have 10 minutes. Presenters can speak in person or online if they prefer. 
You can speak on any item within the delegations of that meeting, so long as you avoid being repetitious, disrespectful or offensive in your allocated time.
With the permission of the chair, committee members may ask questions to obtain information or clarification of matters raised by the person speaking. Members can’t engage in debate or make decisions about matters raised. Any matters requiring further investigation may be referred to staff by the chair.
Before the meeting starts, you can provide handouts or table additional material. If you have provided a PowerPoint presentation, this will be displayed on the screens and shared with those watching online.
Petitions are normally taken during the public forum part of a meeting. Anyone wishing to speak at a public forum is requested to give prior notice, at least one working day before the meeting.
A full run-down of speaking at meetings, including the form to request to speak, can be found at tasman.govt.nz/speaking-and-presenting-at-meetings.
A journey through our port history
The Legends of Mohua Aorere / Golden Bay Tasman exhibition tells the story of Tasman’s ports and wharves from the early 1800s to the mid‑1900s, via a journey across the region’s coastal shipping network. Its photographs, maps and stories attracted large numbers of visitors at this year’s Port Nelson 125th Anniversary Open Day.
Legends follows the coastal trade between the river ports and the wharves that dotted the coastline from Māpua to Mangarākau, trade that laid the foundations for the Port Nelson of today. From small jetties and beach landings to busy government wharves, this network linked isolated communities to each other, to Nelson, and to markets across Aotearoa and the wider world.
That historic relationship continues in institutional form. Port Nelson is jointly owned by Nelson City Council and Tasman District Council through Infrastructure Holdings Limited, giving the region both a financial stake and strategic influence in how this regional gateway is managed. Our shareholding means local people benefit directly from dividend income and from a port focused on long‑term regional wellbeing, not just short‑term profit.
Legends would not have been possible without the support and generosity of local curators, researchers and collectors. We acknowledge the Māpua Wharf, Nelson Provincial and Collingwood Museums, Motueka Historical Association, authors Maui John and Hilary Mitchell, Alexander Turnbull Library, National Libraries, Archives New Zealand, and the Tyree, Rob and Lynn Packer, and Sean Garwood collections, whose taonga bring this coastal story to life.
The Legends exhibition will tour the Tasman District Libraries later this year. You can also check it out at tasman.govt.nz/legends-exhibition.
Don’t let a drip cost you
Have you looked at your latest water bill and thought, “That’s much higher than the last one”? It may be pointing to a problem. There’s a chance you may have a water leak somewhere on your property, and if that’s the case, we may be able to assist with a rebate under our Water Rates Remission Policy.
Water rates remissions apply to residential and non-residential customers who discover leaks anywhere on their property.
This application needs to be submitted within six weeks from the date of your current invoice and actioned on the first high water account. Don’t wait for a further high account to apply for a remission.
There are a couple of conditions, like all leak repairs must be carried out by a registered plumber or certified by a registered plumber if the repair is done by the property landowner (the only exemption is Murchison).
To apply for a water remission, please fill out the Water Rates Remission application form on our website. 
Remember, leaks are not always visible on the surface. We have helpful tips on how to find water leaks and how to avoid them on our website.
Visit tasman.govt.nz/water-meters.
New look for old playground
There’s a small corner of Richmond that has seen better days, but that’s about to change with a revamp and upgrade.
A facelift is planned for Jean Berriman Reserve, a small recreational area on Bird Street. The small park adjacent to Council cottages currently has seating, children’s play equipment, and a concrete path linking it to D’Arcy Street.
The park is named in memory of Jean Berriman, who was the daughter of Thomas and Alice Cropp and the wife of Herbert Fauchelle – names that are synonymous with Richmond.
With intensification in the area, the reserve was identified as a playground in desperate need of a revamp. A breath of fresh air has been approved for the reserve, and plans are set for a new natural play style playground to be installed.
Work is underway now with the old play equipment being removed, and shrubbery at the front being taken out to open the space up and make it more inviting.
There will be new equipment installed with the new design focusing on creating a fun and engaging space that challenges all members of the family to make their way around the reserve without touching the bark, encouraging balance and creativity.
It’s hoped the physical work will be finished and new planting can be done within the next few months.
Helper of young and old recognised
Chris Hickson has spent a lifetime caring for others, both through her professional work and her many years of voluntary community service, and she has now been recognised with an Outstanding Community Service Award.
Deputy Mayor Brent Maru, who nominated Chris, first met her when he was a young boy and she was a supervisor at the Motueka Roller Skating Club. When the club needed a hand from parents, Brent was sent home with a note for his mum – written on a lolly bag! That marked the beginning of a long-standing connection between their families.
Chris’s involvement with the skating club grew into a wider community contribution. She was among a dedicated group who supported the development of the Motueka Recreation Centre, later becoming one of its very first staff members.
Her working life spanned a variety of roles, including time with Nelson Marlborough Health, supporting young people through Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services. Over the years, Chris has offered care, guidance, and support to young people, those facing challenging times, and, more recently, the senior community of Motueka.
Now living in Whakatū/Nelson, Chris has remained closely connected to Motueka. She returned to lend her support in saving the Motueka Over 50s Hub and, alongside her long-time friend Mary Nicholls – who we’ll introduce in a future article – helped organise Motueka’s first Ageing Expo, a hugely successful event.
Chris Hickson truly reflects the very best of community spirit.
Enterprise team taking care of business
Whether it’s providing boats with a berth or leasing premises to local businesses, our Enterprise Portfolio covers a wide range of interesting activities that make positive contributions to our local economy.
The Enterprise Portfolio team aims to ensure the commercial properties they manage give a good return on investment for the Council while providing business owners and recreational users with quality infrastructure and facilities.
The two aerodromes at Tākaka and Motueka support both recreational, commercial, and local tourism.
We manage ports at Motueka and Tarakohe – the latter supports the aquacultural sector in Golden Bay, along with rock exports supporting civil projects in the wider Wellington Region.
Alongside our forestry managers, we grow and harvest plantation blocks at Borlase, Moturoa / Rabbit Island, Sherry, Howard, and Tunnicliff forests. Forestry provides a large amount of local employment whilst producing world-class products such as Nelson Pine’s LVL.
Local campgrounds are a great base for domestic and international tourists to explore all that our District has to offer. We manage the Collingwood Holiday Park and lease the land to the owners of Pōhara Top 10 Holiday Park, Motueka Top 10 Holiday Park and Riverside Holiday Park, Murchison.
We also own commercial properties in Richmond, Motueka and the Māpua Wharf Precinct.
A portion of these income-producing assets helps subsidise rates and contributes to the running of some of our reserves, particularly Moturoa / Rabbit Island.
Another positive aspect of our enterprise portfolio is the ability to give back to the community directly, with events like our annual Firewood Day, putting waste forestry wood to good use by making it available to locals who need it. At this stage, we have plans for another event in 2026.
Motueka Community Board
The Motueka Community Board is advancing a range of community-focused special projects for consideration in the April 2026 meeting, with a total proposed investment of $62,100. These projects will be voted on by the Board at their meeting on 21 April.
Several previously approved initiatives from September 2025 remain in progress, including an AED defibrillator for the Saltwater Baths and improved safety signage at Trewavas Street Reserve to encourage cyclists to give way to pedestrians.
New proposals aim to enhance community wellbeing, accessibility and recreation. These include additional bench seating at Memorial Park, new elderly-friendly seating on key residential routes into the CBD, and a water fountain with bottle-filling at Goodman Park.
Recreational upgrades are also being explored, including replacing the ageing BBQ at the Saltwater Baths with a more durable option, and installing improved lighting along Wharf Road to increase pedestrian safety in the estuary walkway area near the roundabout.
Infrastructure improvements feature strongly, with funding proposed for the renewal of Thorp Bush pathways and a potential new footpath along a section of Vosper Street. A contribution toward the Little Kaiteriteri to Stephens Bay walkway upgrade also remains budgeted.
In addition, the Board is considering investing in a 3D printer for public use at the Motueka Library, supporting learning and innovation within the community.
These projects reflect the Board’s ongoing commitment to practical improvements that support safety, accessibility and quality of life for Motueka residents.
More discussions on the Board’s Annual Plan submission will also be taking place over the next two weeks, where a priority remains for supporting the Motueka Aquatic Centre.
Challenge set – mission completed
It was a day packed full of energetic fun and hands-on learning for more than 200 primary school students who joined the Moturoa Mission at Moturoa / Rabbit Island late last month.
The Mission is a competitive annual challenge for groups of students from 7 – 12 years old engaged in the Enviroschools programme in the region.
Community agencies, organisations, enthusiastic locals, and secondary school enviro leaders hosted 24 activity stations for the teams of four or five students to visit. At each station, they completed a task, solved a problem, or created something in about 15 minutes, before racing off to another station.
The team that completed more challenges and got higher scores at each station was the overall winner. It was a full-on day with each team accompanied by a teacher or parent who had to try to keep up too!
The concept is to build connections between environmental groups and students who get to meet many others from different schools who care about the environment and sustainability. Teachers also got the benefit of connecting with agencies and groups offering invaluable learning opportunities.
All in all, it was a high-energy day where fun and learning came together perfectly with TPS Recylantors from Tākaka Primary School (above) taking out top spot.
Clifton Terrace School’s Nature Navigators came in second, with Mana Mokaroa from Nelson Intermediate third.
What’s On In Tasman
Let’s explore our place these school holidays
Tuesday 7 April – Thursday 16 April, all Tasman District Libraries.
Lego®Fun, crafts and happenings at Washbourn Gardens, Kiyosato Japanese Gardens and Tākaka Playground are some of the fun events on offer at your local library these autumn school holidays. Please visit tasmanlibraries.govt.nz to find the times and details for your local library.
Wellby Talking Cafés
· Tuesday 14 April, 10.00 am – 11.30 am, St Peter’s Anglican Church, Tapawera.
· Tuesday 14 April, 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm, Richmond Library.
· Wednesday 15 April, 10.00 am – 11.30 am, Motueka Library.
Come along for a relaxed cuppa to start your journey connecting with others who enjoy the same things. You can pop in for a quick chat or stay for a longer conversation with friendly people.
Tuku26 Whakatū Heritage Month (April)
A collection of community-focused events celebrating Nelson Tasman’s unique and diverse cultural heritage. From ‘Biscornu’ workshops, virtual reality time travel, and Suter Art Gallery curator Dr Kyla Mackenzie’s talk on the artist John Weeks, we have it all. Visit tasmanlibraries.govt.nz for our full schedule of events.
It’s on in Nelson Tasman
To keep up with events happening across the region, visit nelsontasman.nz/events.
Newsline Notices
Council hui
Meetings will take place in person and be live-streamed. To view live or previous meetings, visit youtube.com/@tasmandistrictcouncilmeetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings will be held at the Council Chamber, 189 Queen Street, Richmond. For details, visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Strategy Finance and Performance Committee
Tuesday 7 April, 9.30 am.
Tasman District Council
Thursday 9 April, 9.30 am.
Joint Saxton Field Committee
Tuesday 14 April, 2.00 pm. Sports House Boardroom, Saxton Field.
Emergency recovery period extended further
Tasman Mayor Tim King has extended the official emergency recovery period for Tasman District by another 28 days, continuing until Thursday 23 April 2026. This decision has been made in accordance with the powers provided under the Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act to ensure the continued safety and recovery of our communities.
Be in the know with Antenno
Our key channel for notifying you of anything important and time-sensitive is the Antenno mobile app.
Antenno is an easy way to get notifications straight to your phone about things affecting areas you’re concerned about. You can choose the places you want to be alerted about, so you’re not being notified about things that don’t affect you. You can save multiple areas, such as your home, work and school.
On Antenno, you’ll get notifications for weather events, water breaks and planned shutdowns, and road accidents and scheduled road closures, plus we’ll send you reminders when it’s your recycling day.
You can also use Antenno to send us a quick and easy report of issues you spot around the District. It’s an easy way to get in touch with us.
Antenno is free, easy to use, and no personal information or log-on details are required. Download Antenno from the app store on your mobile phone.
Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to see the latest alcohol licence applications.
