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Bylaw for the care of cats
Our cat management bylaw comes into effect from 1 June this year.
The bylaw requires owners of domestic cats over the age of six months to microchip, desex, and register them with the New Zealand Companion Animal Register. It’s our way to encourage responsible pet ownership.
Our focus is education over enforcement to ensure that domestic cats are well cared for, can be easily reunited with their families if they get lost, and their population is managed humanely and effectively.
We want to ensure all cat owners meet the required standards by providing clear expectations and consistent support across the community. Veterinarians will continue to provide care without judgement, ensuring everyone feels confident bringing their pets in whenever they need help.
The bylaw may assist in distinguishing feral and stray cats from companion cats by requiring desexing and microchipping but does not have any powers relating to pest cats.
Unlike domestic cats, management of pest cats is covered separately under the Tasman Nelson Regional Pest Management Plan, which applies only to pest cats and excludes residential areas. It has specific site-led rules for feral cats in high-value biodiversity areas of Abel Tasman National Park, Waimea Inlet, and St Arnaud.
In rural areas with low risk of capturing domestic pets, biosecurity staff can provide advice and, if deemed necessary, may loan live capture traps to landowners.
Neither the bylaw nor the Regional Pest Management Plan provide new powers for community-led feral cat management. This includes individuals or groups taking cat management into their own hands. Owned cats are legally considered property and harming them is unlawful.
Water supply upgrade in Richmond 
Out with the old and in with the new under Gladstone Road in Richmond.
We are renewing the water main along Gladstone Road, from Oxford Street to Three Brothers Corner. This project replaces several existing asbestos cement and cast-iron pipes. 
Some of these pipes have been in the ground since 1945, and in the past 10 years, there have been 12 leaks or bursts on the two mains under the road.
Donaldson Civil Construction will be replacing the existing 150mm and 100mm water mains with a single 250mm pipe.
This is part of a $2.5 million project and starts next month – it’s expected to be finished by March 2027.
There should be minimal water disruptions, except when properties are being hooked over to the new line, but there will be plenty of notice before there are any outages.
Traffic and pedestrian management will be in place for the duration of the work, but two lanes of traffic along Gladstone Road will be maintained for most of it.
During stage one of the project, temporary road closures will be needed on Oxford and Waverley Streets. These won’t happen at the same time, and we’ll give residents plenty of notice beforehand.
Vehicle access to some properties will be interrupted at times, but our contractor will work with individual properties and businesses to address any specific needs. Pedestrian access to properties will always be maintained.
Download the Antenno app to keep up to date with any roading and water disruptions.
The 2025 storm recovery continues
Eleven months on from the severe storms that hit our region, recovery work is still progressing steadily.
Work is well underway on several major roading projects that require significant investment and detailed geotechnical assessment. These include Riwaka-Sandy Bay Road (particularly the hill section to Mārahau), Kaiteriteri-Sandy Bay Road, and Motueka River West Bank Road. We have also been working with the Department of Conservation to get Graham Valley Road repairs done, which should be complete by spring.
Crews also continue to make good progress on smaller repair sites. More than 700 jobs were completed between October and December 2025, with a further 400 finished between January and March 2026.
We have received $5.1 million in response and recovery phase funding, with the remaining $18.95 million now approved by the New Zealand Transport Agency, enabling continued momentum across roading recovery projects.
The rivers recovery programme has also shifted from immediate response work to a more planned, long-term approach, with crews expected to work full-time on this programme over the next 18 – 24 months.
Further marine clean-up work is also planned following reports of debris on the Motueka Sandbar, in Abel Tasman National Park, and on Farewell Spit. The Harbourmaster will carry out a survey from Pūponga to Māpua, alongside rubbish collection from Onetahua to Farewell Spit.
In the social recovery space, work is underway for an in-house group of volunteers to form a Recovery Navigator Taskforce. This team of around six trained staff will be ready to support affected communities quickly in future events.
Committee considering Nelson Tasman’s shared transport trip
It’s a fair expectation for road users to experience similar standards of transport infrastructure and services regardless of regional boundaries.
Having a Joint Nelson Tasman Regional Transport Committee offers a united approach to transport across the Top of the South, while also increasing efficiencies and reducing complexity in future decision-making.
The Committee is responsible for preparing key joint transport plans for adoption by the Tasman District and Nelson City Councils.
These include the Joint Regional Land Transport Plan, Regional Public Transport Plan, and Speed Management Plan, along with all required consultation processes.
It can approve submissions on external policy documents and has operational oversight of the Nelson Tasman Public Transport Operations Contract.
Financially, it oversees public transport budgets and may recommend additional funding for council approval if needed.
Membership includes two representatives from each council, one voting representative from Waka Kotahi, and a non-voting iwi representative. Each council can nominate two further members to act as alternates.
The chair and deputy roles alternate between councils each term. For the 2025 – 2028 triennium, Nelson Mayor Nick Smith is Chair and Tasman Deputy Mayor Brent Maru is the Deputy Chair.
Councillors Jo Ellis and Mel Courtney are the other representatives for Tasman and Nelson, with Tasman Mayor Tim King an ex officio member of the committee.
The Committee meets on a quarterly basis, and this triennium is hosted by Nelson City Council.
Meetings are open to the public to attend in person and are live-streamed.
Views sought on Tata Beach property
We’ve reviewed various Council-owned properties across Tasman District and identified some as potentially being surplus to requirements.
One of those properties is at the northern end of Tata Beach at 29 Cornwell Place.
The property, acquired in 1993, is freehold land and has been used for a combination of public access to the northern end of Tata Beach, informal public car parking, and commercial use.
A formed but informal track across the property provides public access between Cornwall Place and the north end of the Tata Beach foreshore. The Sea Scouts building located on the site is owned by the Council.
A popular commercial kayak company operates from the adjoining property at 27 Cornwall Place and has historically used part of 29 Cornwall Place for kayak storage and operational purposes.
While this property is not zoned as a reserve or vested as reserve, it has primarily been used for community and recreational purposes, so we want community feedback before any final decision is made.
We are now seeking community input about potential options identified:
· Option A – Sell the entire site on the open market.
· Option B – Sell part of the site to the adjoining landowner, retaining the rest as reserve.
· Option C – Retain the site and grant a lease for the on-going commercial operation.
Have your say and see more detail on each of these proposed options at shape.tasman.govt.nz/cornwall. Submissions close Friday 12 June.
Help in a heartbeat
There are small portable devices dotted all over the Tasman District that are here to potentially save lives.
AEDs or automated external defibrillators are portable, emergency medical devices used to help somebody experiencing sudden cardiac arrest (SCA).
SCA happens when the electrical system of the heart becomes chaotic, causing it to stop beating effectively. It’s not the same as a heart attack; it’s an electrical problem, whereas a heart attack is a blood circulation problem.
SCA is one of the leading causes of death in Aotearoa New Zealand and can happen to anybody, anytime and anywhere. 
Each year, more than 2,000 New Zealanders are treated for SCA away from a hospital, but early defibrillation, along with CPR, is the only way to restore the victim’s heart rhythm.
Often you will see an AED located at a workplace, school, supermarket, gym or public place such as a swimming pool, community hall or sports ground.
We have AEDs at the front desk of our Richmond Service Centre and at Richmond Library that can be used by anybody without any medical training, as they contain clear instructions for use.
The devices analyse the person’s heart rhythm, and if necessary, deliver an electric shock (a defibrillation) to help the heart get back to its natural rhythm.
Find out where the closest AED is at aedlocations.co.nz or download the AED Locations app on your phone. 
Celebrating a quiet champion of Lake Rotoiti
For decades, Malcolm McConochie has been a steady, generous presence in the Rotoiti community – someone who simply gets on with helping others, never seeking recognition.
Malcolm is a recipient of one of our Outstanding Community Service Awards.
Whether it’s organising a truckload of gravel for a school playground or lending a hand at local working bees, Malcolm is known for stepping up without fuss.
His commitment to the community runs deep. Malcolm has been at the heart of countless fundraisers and local initiatives, always advocating thoughtfully and constructively for the things that matter most. His calm, practical approach has also been invaluable in emergencies.
As a lifelong volunteer in fire and civil defence, including more than 20 years in leadership with the local fire brigade, he continues to mentor younger members as Deputy Chief. 
Malcolm’s contributions extend to education and governance, including time on the Lake Rotoiti School Board of Trustees and local farming and community organisations. Through Lake Station, he has opened his land for events that bring people together and raise funds that go straight back into the community.
On a wider stage, Malcolm has held significant national leadership roles in the farming sector, reflecting the respect he has earned through his integrity and dedication.
His quiet service has made a lasting difference, strengthening both the local community and beyond; and no matter where Malcolm goes, his firefighting kit is in the back seat, ready to respond at a moment’s notice.
Funders hit the road
As someone once said in some movie, “Show me the money!” 
Well, we might not be able to show you the money, but we can point you in the right direction to find it with a series of funding drop-in sessions.
Do you have an exciting community project in the pipeline? A Tasman District Council Community Grant could help to make it happen.
The Department of Internal Affairs has various funding possibilities. Learn what funds could be available, how to apply, and what other resources there are for community groups and organisations.
Rātā Foundation invests in communities. Drop in, meet Rātā staff and engage in how their funding might help you in the difference you want to make in the community.
Top of the South Community Foundation is available to help generous people by providing easy and secure options to support the charities and community projects of their choice now and forever.
Come along and find out about the funding and resources available to support your community group or organisation – no bookings are needed, just drop in.
· Tuesday 9 June, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm, Golden Bay Anglican Parish, 42 Commercial Street, Tākaka.
· Tuesday 9 June, 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm, Motueka Recreation Centre, Old Wharf Road, Motueka.
· Wednesday 10 June, 3.30 pm – 5.30 pm, Tasman District Council, 189 Queen Street, Richmond.
Curtain Bank warming up local homes
The Curtain Bank is on a mission to ensure local homes have effective curtains to keep homes warmer in winter.
Started by Claire McKenzie (pictured) and a small team of dedicated volunteers in 2024, the Curtain Bank collects donations of good-quality second-hand curtains and tracks. The team then sorts, cuts, and sews these to fit in homes referred by health and social service agencies. 
With support from Tasman District Council, the Curtain Bank has recently moved into new premises at the Hope Domain.
The team is looking for volunteers to help with collecting, sorting, measuring, cutting and sewing donated curtains, and updating their social media – no prior experience required.
They meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10.00 am – 3.00 pm. If you’d like to lend a hand, contact Claire at curtainbank.nelson@gmail.com.
Curtains and home insulation go hand in hand – if you have one but not the other, you’re likely to have a cold home. 
The Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority and Warmer Healthier Homes Te Tauihu Charitable Trust provide grants for home insulation and heaters to properties that meet specific criteria. 
You may qualify for a grant to cover the costs of installing insulation and/or a heat pump if you own your own home, it was built before 2008, and you have a community services card OR live in a lower-income area.
Contact Absolute Energy to find out if you qualify for a grant on 0800 423 454.
Time to think about winter grazing
Winter grazing is about more than forage crops alone. Whether you are grazing crop and pasture mixes, strip grazing pasture, feeding supplements, or managing stock through sacrifice paddocks or stand-off areas, winter feeding systems all play an important role when pasture growth slows or stops.
Wetter soils, higher grazing pressure, and increased risk of nutrients and sediment moving off paddocks all need to be managed. Applying good practice across all winter-feeding systems helps protect animal performance, maintain soil structure, and keep nutrients where they belong.
Most farmers already have solid systems in place, and a few well-timed adjustments can make winter grazing easier on stock, simpler for staff, and kinder on soils and waterways. 
Some winter grazing systems are considered Intensive Winter Grazing in the National Environmental Standards for Freshwater. This refers to grazing all livestock types on annual forage crops between 1 May and 30 September.
Where this applies: 
· Areas used must be at least five metres away from rivers, lakes, wetlands, and drains.
· Critical Source Areas must be left ungrazed and kept in permanent vegetative cover.
While these rules apply specifically to forage crops, the risks they address, such as runoff, pugging, and nutrient loss, can occur under any winter grazing system when conditions turn wet.
Good management practices focus on practical decisions that reduce risk and give you more options when winter throws a curveball.
For industry-specific guidance and practical tips, visit the Tasman Rural Hub at tasman.govt.nz/rural-hub and click on ‘winter grazing’.
New ways for free battery disposal
New proposed guidelines for the safe handling and storage of used batteries mean that we need to change how we deal with them – keeping battery handling safer for everyone.  
This means that from now on, we are only going to accept batteries at our Resource Recovery Centres, where appropriate and safe handling facilities are set up. They can no longer be handed in at the front desk of our Service Centres.
Increasing numbers of devices use rechargeable Lithium-ion batteries, which means we’re seeing greater numbers of old batteries being dropped off, and these need to be stored in the right way to reduce the risk of something going wrong.
Lithium-ion batteries can pose significant safety risks because they can be damaged when compressed in large quantities.
Those risks include catching fire (thermal runaway) and sometimes the release of highly toxic gases, and this is why we are taking a safety-first approach.
From now on, people with unwanted batteries need to take them to their closest Resource Recovery Centre in Richmond, Mariri, Murchison, Collingwood or Tākaka, and use the specially designed battery disposal bins.
Battery drop-off continues to be free of charge, and now also includes electric bicycle batteries.
Newsline – not rubbish
Glossy magazines, newspapers (including Newsline – once you’ve read it of course), and advertising pamphlets are all good to go into your yellow recycling bin, and so are egg cartons!
Watching the sky, checking the ground, and monitoring our water resources
Our water resources/groundwater team provides a vital link between our decision-making, water users, and statutory parties.
Leading their efforts is Principal Scientist Joseph Thomas, who has been working with Tasman water resources for more than 40 years – stretching back to the Nelson Catchment and Regional Water Board in the 1980s. He says it’s the people and the community we help and inform that make the job worthwhile.
The team ensures detailed data is collected (along with the hydrology team) and required analysis is carried out on the various rivers and aquifers for water management.
This involves monitoring river and aquifer flows and levels, as well as providing technical support for consenting, community infrastructure and policy teams.
We monitor groundwater levels in all the major aquifers in the District and currently operate 50 automated groundwater level monitoring sites. Some of the sites are near the coast and also monitor salinity to see if any seawater incursion is happening.
We also regularly collect water samples from bores and wells across Tasman for a range of monitoring purposes.
The team’s environmental management advice and expertise extends to working collaboratively with other council scientists, government research agencies, universities and external parties on national projects.
The team plays a key role in the ongoing monitoring, implementation and reporting on the Water Conservation Order for Te Waikoropupū Springs in Tākaka, and the Motueka and Buller Catchments.
During the summer months, the team also provides important oversight to inform Tasman’s Dry Weather Task Force.
Recent regulatory report at a glance
There were a number of highlights in the recent regulatory activity report, which reinforced the level of service provided by staff across the six month period from 1 October 2025 to 31 March 2026.
Officers issued 59 excessive noise directions, three infringement notices, and two abatement notices.
The 2,354 parking infringements issued during the reporting period were a significant increase on the 1,064 issued during the same period in 2025.
Freedom camping complaint numbers (88) and infringements issued (67) increased from the previous year’s total of 20 infringements and 18 complaints.
Dog control was another busy area for staff, despite the total number of dogs in Tasman decreasing by 275 compared with the previous year, a 2.17% reduction.
A total of 276 infringement notices were issued for a range of dog-related offences.
Forty-seven service requests alleging dog attacks were received, representing a decrease from the 98 recorded in the previous year.
Five reports were also received for dogs attacking wildlife, while dogs classified as dangerous increased by two, and those classified as menacing decreased by eight.
Six dogs were rehomed with the assistance of our dog welfare partners.
A total of 87 barking complaints were received, with a significant proportion associated with a small number of repeat cases.
Motueka Community Board
The Motueka Community Board recently submitted detailed feedback on the Council’s draft Annual Plan 2026/2027. The Motueka Community Board Chair attended the hearings on Thursday 14 May and spoke to their summary and highlighted some key points.
The Board continues to strongly support the proposed Motueka Aquatic Centre, which remains one of the community’s most important long-term aspirations. We believe the facility would provide major benefits for recreation, health, youth opportunities, and overall community wellbeing.
We also support planned growth in Motueka and the wider objectives of the Regional Spatial Plan. However, growth must be supported by resilient infrastructure, particularly around stormwater, flood protection, transport, and community facilities.
Stormwater and flooding concerns remain a major issue across parts of our ward, and we are asking the Council to prioritise improvements in known problem areas. Road safety is also a key concern, including the intersection of King Edward Street, College Street, and Queen Victoria Street, due to ongoing concerns around vehicle movement.
The Board is also advocating for continued investment in public spaces, beautification projects, playground upgrades, and the town centre. We have requested that the previously proposed Motueka High Street upgrade from past 10-Year Plans be reconsidered in future planning.
We also wish to highlight the importance of retaining service levels at valued community facilities including the Motueka Library and isite. Along with requesting the Council’s support for the Motueka Historical Wharf Restoration project, for which the community has fundraised and made substantial donations, showing the community’s support for this project.
What’s On In Tasman
It’s on in Nelson Tasman
To keep up with events happening across the region, visit nelsontasman.nz/events.
Wellby Talking Cafés
· Wednesday 3 June, 1.30 pm – 3.00 pm, Tākaka Library.
· Tuesday 9 June, 10.00 am – 11.30 am, St Peter’s Anglican Church, Tapawera.
Come along for a relaxed cuppa to start your journey connecting with others who enjoy the same things. You can pop in for a quick chat or stay for a longer conversation with friendly people.
Warmer healthier homes
· Thursday 4 June, 9.30 am, Richmond Library, Constance Barnicoat Room.
· Thursday 11 June, 10.00 am, Motueka Library, Community Meeting Room.
Make your home warmer and healthier this winter! Come along to learn more about the basics of home insulation and efficient energy use to reduce those winter energy bills, and how to get the most out of your home heating device, including tips on efficient use of woodburners, heat pumps, checking the quality of your firewood and more. You will also hear about the support available to improve the warmth of your home, including Warmer Kiwi Homes Grants and the local Curtain Bank. Free.
Midnight Sun – a cycle journey in Norway
Wednesday 3 June, 1.00 pm – 2.00 pm, Tākaka Library.
Golden Bay local Gayleen Wilkinson will share her recent cycling adventures in Norway.
Globe trotters
Thursday 11 June, 5.30 pm – 7.00 pm, Motueka Library.
Intrepid travellers in our community share their wild adventures through fast-paced storytelling and imagery. Presentations include tales of travel in North and South America, East Africa, the Caribbean, and our Te Awaroa.
Gerard Hindmarsh author talk 
Tuesday 16 June, 2.00 pm – 3.00 pm, Richmond Library.
With an ear out for any good story, Gerard will discuss his latest book (released in September 2025) Hard Case Heroes – Stories from the Abel Tasman and introduce his new up-and-coming book Under the Radar about his experiences from Asia in the early 1990s. Gerard will have a selection of his books available for $35 – $40 each.
Newsline Notices
Council hui
Meetings will take place in person and be live-streamed. To view live or previous meetings, visit youtube.com/@tasmandistrictcouncilmeetings. Unless otherwise stated, all meetings will be held at the Council Chamber, 189 Queen Street, Richmond. For details, visit tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Joint Regional Landfill Committee
Tuesday 2 June, 2.45 pm. Nelson City Council, 110 Trafalgar Street.
Submissions Hearing – Golden Bay /Mohua Ward Classification of Reserves
Thursday 4 June, 9.30 am. Tākaka Office, 78 Commercial Street.
Information Forum
Tuesday 9 June, 9.30 am.
Tasman District Council
Thursday 11 June, 9.30 am.
Motueka Community Board
Tuesday 16 June, 3.00 pm. Motueka Library, 32 Wallace Street.
Upland game bird hunt
Public access to the eastern half of Moturoa / Rabbit Island will be closed between 7.00 am – 2.00 pm on Saturday 30 May (rain day Sunday 31 May) while an organised game bird hunt takes place. The closure will include all the beachfront at the eastern end.
Fish & Game organises the hunt, which is permitted under the Moturoa / Rabbit Island Reserve Management Plan. For more details, contact Jacob Lucas at Nelson Marlborough Fish & Game on jlucas@fishandgame.org.nz.
Alcohol applications
Visit tasman.govt.nz/alcohol-notices to see the latest alcohol licence applications.
Emergency recovery period extended further
Tasman Mayor Tim King has extended the official emergency recovery period for Tasman District by another 28 days, continuing until Thursday 18 June 2026. This decision has been made in accordance with the powers provided under the Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act to ensure the continued safety and recovery of our communities.
Public holiday hours and services
On King’s Birthday, Monday 1 June, all service centres and libraries will be closed for the day. Usual opening hours apply otherwise. We are always here to help when needed, call 03 543 8400 anytime.
There are no changes to the rubbish and recycling collections. All our resource recovery centres will be open as normal.
The eBuses on Routes 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be running, but on a reduced timetable. Routes 5 and 6 do not run on a public holiday. When viewing the timetables at ebus.nz select the holidays tab to see the schedules.
Rating information available
Our rating information database includes information such as the property location, valuation number, capital and land value as of 1 July 2025, and current year’s rates – remember the names of property owners and ratepayers are not listed in the database. Rating information is available for you to view at any Council Service Centre during office hours. You can also view this information online at tasman.govt.nz/rates-search.
Notice given under section 28, Local Government (Rating) Act 2002.
