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Picnickers, caravaners, backpackers and day
trippers are welcome at this unique seaside
reserve at Ruby Bay- 35 km from Nelson on the
coastal highway between Nelson and Motueka.
The main camping area of the Reserve is
dominated by high bluffs clad in beautiful native
bush. There is good swimming at high tide on a
pebble beach and plenty of rock fossiking for the
children at ebb tide. The wide variety of native
bush and trees make the bush walks a paradise
for botanists. There is a well equipped children's
playground close to the beach.

A •
The Reserve is administered by a Management
Committee who attend to matters such as pest
and weed control, protection of bird life - assist in
conservation and regeneration of native bush.

No animals are allowed on the Reserve.
Fires-All fires on the Reserve are to be contained
within the fireplaces and BBQs provided. There is
driftwood on the beach. Removing wood from the
bush is prohibited as dead wood helps the
regeneration process.
Rubbish-Non-recyclable material is to be
disposed of in the skips provided or take it with
you when leaving.
Speed Limit- Please observe the maximum 15
kph speed limit for the safety of all users of the
Reserve.
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There are flushing toilets, hand basins and cold
water showers, security lighting,children's
playground, a rubbish collection service and
BBQs.
There are numerous informal camp sites with
fresh running tapwater throughout the reserve.
There is no booking system - so it's first come
first served.
The Caretaker collects camping fees.
There is also a modest fee for unattended
campervans or buses.
Visitors are requested to stay to the walking tracks
and leave the birds and bush in peace.

In pre-European times much of the coastline was
used by Maori, although there is no visible
evidence on the Reserve itself.
In 191 O when the late Arthur McKee Senior
opened up the Tasman area for orchard
settlement he reserved an area of 8.49 hectares
of native bush at Ruby Bay, which later became
known as McKee's Bush. Following his death the
McKee family offered the land to the Crown for
domain purposes in 194 7. At that time the
Automobile Association Nelson owned the
adjoining 6.5 hectares at the southern part of the
reserve. In 1948 the whole area was officially
declared a Domain under the Department of
Lands and Survey Department and the first
Management Board appointed. In 1956 the land
owned by the AA was gifted to the Crown and
gazetted as part of the domain.
T he Reserve has a dual classification under the
Reserves Act 1977, with the bush part classified
as Scenic Reserve administered by Department
of Conservation and the rest of the area classified
as Recreation Reserve. Control and management
of the recreation reserve was vested in the
Tasman District Council in 1992.
Prior to 1900 a track was cut from the top of the
Bluffs-known then as Tasman Track- down to
the picnic area and is still in use today.
An interesting feature still visible is a large cleft in
the top of the cliff close to the lookout near the
Bluffs road. In the late 19th century well before the
Bluffs road was built and the area to the west of
the Bluffs-known as Tasman-was being settled,
supplies of building materials and provisions were
landed on the beach by launch and hauled up the
cliff on a cable. Horses were used to haul the
cable but this was discontinued after 1917 when
the Bluffs road was built.

Subsequently there was much clearing and
roading work done at the Reserve which was later
sown down in grass. Two wells were sunk and
water reticulated to taps sited throughout the
camping area. Toilets, picnic tables and concrete
fireplaces were built by volunteers.
T he Reserve was almost devastated by two
severe easterly storms in 1954-55, which
coincided with high tides, resulting in seawater
entering the Reserve. Many trees and shrubs
were killed. In subsequent years Department of
Conservation assisted with replacement plants.
Since the early days the Reserve has been a
favourite with visitors and local people.
T he Reserve contains the only area of significant
coastal native bush left between Nelson and the
Abel Tasman National Park making it unique. The
bush provides an important habitat for native bird
species including a large population of kereru
(native pigeon).
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Spenser Mountains. In the early Pleistocene,
approximately 1 million years, the ranges of east
and west Nelson were uplifted and the Moutere
gravel was stripped off being preserved in the
intervening 25 km wide low-lying Moutere
Depression. The gravel preserved in the
depression thickens eastwards to over 2000 m at
the toe of the eastern ranges. At the McKee
Reserve the gravel is over 300 m thick.
During warm interglacial periods of the
Pleistocene, the sea flooded into the north of the
Moutere Depression resulting in bays similar to
the present day Tasman Bay. The last invasion of
the sea, to form the current bay, commenced at
the end of the Last Glaciation about 14,000 years
ago. As the climate warmed the sea rose to reach
its present level 6,500 years ago and erosion of
the Moutere Bluff and the other sea cliffs was
renewed. Greywacke pebbles and boulders
eroded from the sea cliffs, along with rocks from
the western ranges that were deposited in
Tasman Bay by the Motueka River, have been
transported along the intertidal zone by longshore
drift. In the process, many of the pebbles and
boulders have become oblate or "flattened" in
shape due to abrasion by the sea. Consequently
at the domain two types of pebbles and boulders
are readily distinguished. The oblate pebbles and
boulders, such as granite and other rock types
derived from the western ranges, have been
transported further by longshore drift than the
more rounded ones of greywacke that have been
eroded out of the adjacent sea cliffs. Southeast
from the Moutere Bluff longshore drift has
deposited sand and gravel, in a series of beach
ridges, to form the Holocene coastal plain.
The oldest ridge, 6,500 years old, is at the toe of
the sea cliffs and the youngest fronts the present
shoreline. The sand and gravel are easily eroded
necessitating the placement of rock to stabilise
the Ruby Bay shoreline.

M.J.A SIMPSON Botany Division,
DSIR Christchurch

(b) BACKSl IC)RE

There are few areas of costal vegetation
remaining in the Nelson district, but a slightly
modified remnant provides an attractive backdrop
to the camping ground in the McKee Memorial
reserve at Ruby Bay. The trees and shrubs here
do not exhibit the stunted windswept form usually
found in coastal areas possibly because of the
high, sheltering cliffs and a rather wide, flat
backshore with a fringe of spray tolerating trees
and shrubs. The composition of the forest is of
interest in that there are well grown trees of matai
and black beach.

On the flat area now mainly used as camping
ground there are, in addition to the many planted
and adventive trees and shrubs, several clumps of
akeake, kanuka, cabbage trees, black matipo,
mapua, and myrtle, the latter with peeling, mottled
bark. Growing through these are the lianes
Muehlenbeckia australis and large white flowered
clematis. In summer, on the ground below, lovely
blue or white berries may be seen on the small
flax- like plant, turutu.

The vegetation is described from three habitats
(a) the stony beach, (b) the flat backshore, used
from the camping ground and today much
modified with little of the original vegetation
remaining and (c) the coastal forest which
occupies the whole of the cliff face.

(a) ST()NY BEACH
On this kind of beach where there is little
accumulation of sand and soil the plant covering
is usually sparse, and although there are some
weedy species growing here now ii is possible
that all the species of the original plant cover still
survive.
There are mats of shore bindweed with pink
flowers to be seen at most seasons of the year.
Where sand has accumulated to form small
dunes there are colonies of sand sedge, and
pohuehue scrambles over the stones above high
tide mark. Here also are some shrubs of marsh
ribbonwood.

(c) (:()ASTAL f()REST
Looking at the forest from the camping ground
some of the main species can be readily
recognised by their colour and form. To the right is
the shiny green of a grove of karaka; here and
there blue-green rounded crowns of matai are
thrust above the broadleaf forest; in the centre
and to the left silver tree fern crowns show up
whilst along the upper boundary is a dark line of
black beech. In the bush near the karaka grove
trees of mahoe, ngaio, five-finger, and mapau are
common. Underneath the large karaka trees there
are numerous seedlings, which will not develop
much beyond the first leaf stage because of lack
of room and light. The fruit of this tree, although
poisonous until treated, was eaten by the early
Maori and trees were often planted near their
settlements. The understorey is mainly of very
lush and healthy bushes of coastal pepper or
kawakawa. In some localities leaves of these
plants are often chewed by caterpillars, so that it
is a pleasure to see the attractive unspoiled
foliage here. A giant lancewood on the slope
above has a trunk 55cm in diameter and reaches
18 metres in height. This tree is estimated to be
between 150 and 200 years old.

A little further along the track there are trees of
titoki and pigeonwood. Titoki has bright red fruits
set in a shiny black aril. The large orange drupe of
pigeonwood is relished by pigeons, but fruits of
both species may be seen on the ground in
quantity. Kanuka here is very well grown with
trunks up to 75 cm around. The fern Asplenium
lucidum and many seedlings of kawakawa are
features of the undergrowth and in summer the
forest floor is brightened by the fallen, starry, white
flowers of putaputaweta. A narrow belt of black
beech, with some kanuka even larger than those
further down slope, forms the upper limit of the
forest, and just above where there is more light
there are twiggy bushes of Helichrysum
glomeratum, koromiko and mingimingi growing on
the clay banks. An Australian shrub growing here
is Pomaderris cf. aspera which is rather like the
northern tainui. This species is established in
similar situations in various places on both
islands. On the way down see how many
additional species you can find, and from the flat
below it is worthwhile to walk into the bush again
to a matai tree and admire the "hammered" trunk
and to observe the numerous seedlings around
the seed bearing trees.

Kawakawa
Macropiper excelsum

The Tasman Track leads to a lookout at the upper
cliff edge with a good view of the bay. In summer
the air is heavy with the sweet scent of mahoe
flowers. Most of the species mentioned earlier
can be seen along this track and, in addition,
towards the top there is a fine grove of silver tree
fern or ponga, with turutu and the small native iris.
The
hounds
tongue
fern
Phymatodes
diversifolium covers the banks beside the track
and both hard and soft ferns are common in the
undergrowth. Wineberry, tutu and poroporo soon
colonise openings in the forest; there are clumps
of hookgrass alongside the track and bushlawyer
scrambles over trees. An adventive plant with an
aggressive growth habit here is the banana
passionfruit. One green hood orchid, Pterostylis
banksii, has been noted in summer but other
species may yet be seen at other times of the
year. In August colourful toadstools, red, yellow
and brown, appear in the litter.
A brief encounter scarcely does justice to the real
bush atmosphere experienced and this small
pocket of vegetation where seeds of many
species germinate in abundance, although most
seedlings cannot hope to reach maturity, and
where native birds obviously find the variety of
nectar and fruit bearing trees and shrubs very
attractive.

Green Hood Orchid
Pterostylis banksii

NATIVE PLANTS OF

McKEE RESERVE
Updated by Shannel Courtney
Botanist Department of
Conservation Nelson
16 September 2003

TRrEs

Alectryon excelsus - titoki
Aristotelia serrata - wineberry
Carpodetus serratus - putaputaweta
Cordyline australis - cabbage tree
Corynocarpus laevigatus - karaka
Dodonaea viscosa - akeake
Elaeocarpus dentatus - hinau
Fuchsia excorticata - tree fuchsia
Hedycarya arborea - pigeonwood
Kunzea ericoides - kanuka
Leptospermum scoparium - manuka
Lophomyrtus obcordata - rohutu, myrtle
Melicytus ramitlorus - mahoe
Myoporum laetum - ngaio
Myrsine australis - mapou
Nothotagus solandri var. solandri - black beech
Olearia rani -- heketara
Pittosporum eugenioides - lemonwood
Pittosporum tenuifolium - kohuhu
Prumnopitys taxifolia - matai
Pseudopanax arboreus - fivefinger
Pseudopanax crassifolius - lancewood

Brachyglottis repanda - rangiora
Carmichaelia australis var. - native broom
Coprosma grandifolia - raurekau
Coprosma lucida - shining karamu
Coprosma rhamnoides
Coprosma robusta - karamu
Coprosma "tayloriae"
Coriaria arborea - tutu
Gaultheria antipoda
Hebe stenophylla var. stenophylla

Hebe stricta - koromiko
Helichrysum lanceolatum - niniao
lleostylus micranthus - green mistletoe
Leptecophylla juniperina - prickly mingimingi
Leucopogon fasciculatus - mingimingi
Macropiper excelsum - kawakawa
Ozothamnus leptophyllus - tauhinu
Plagianthus divaricatus - marsh ribbonwood
Solanum laciniatum - poroporo
Tupeia antarctica - white mistletoe
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Calystegia tuguriorum - bush convolvulus
Clematis paniculata - bush clematis
Metrosideros diffusa - rata vine
Muehlenbeckia australis - pohuehue
Muehlenbeckia complexa - pohuehue, wire vine
Parsonsia heterophylla - kaiku, native jasmine
Ripogonum scandens - supplejack
Rubus australis - swamp lawyer
Rubus cissoides - bush lawyer

'

Adiantum cunninghamii - maidenhair fern
Asplenium bulbiferum - hen and chicken fern
Asplenium flabellifolium - lacy spleenwort
Asplenium oblongifolium - shining spleenwort
Blechnum chambersii - nini
Blechnum tluviatile - kiwakiwa
Blechnum minus - swamp kiokio
Blechnum novae-zelandiae - kiokio
Cyathea dealbata - ponga, silver tree fern
Cyathea medullaris - mamaku, black tree fern
Hypolepis ambigua
Hypolepis dicksonioides - giant hypolepis
Histiopteris incisa - water fern
Lastreopsis glabella
Lastreopsis microsora subsp. pentangularis
Lastreopsis velutina - velvet fern
Microsorum pustulatum - hound's-tongue fern
Paesia scaberula - hard fern

Pellaea rotundifolia - button fern
Pneumatopteris pennigera
Polystichum neozelandicum subsp. zerophyllum
Pteridium esculentum - bracken
Pteris macilenta
Pteris tremula - brake fern
Pyrrosia eleagnifolia - leather fern
Rumohra adiantiformis
, l
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Calystegia soldanella - shore bindweed
Dianella nigra - blueberry, turutu
Dichondra repens
Epilobium pubens
Euchiton audax - cudweed
Gonocarpus aggregatus
Haloragis erecta
Hydrocotyle moschata - pennywort
Libertia mooreae
Unum monogynum - rauhuia
Lobelia anceps - shore lobelia
Pseudognaphalium luteo - album "coast''
Senecio glomeratus
Senecio minimus
Stellaria decipiens
Wahlenbergia violacea - purple harebell

Srnci1�s
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Cyrtostylis reniformis
Diplodium alobulum
Pterostylis banksii

Cortaderia richardii - toetoe
Dichelachne crinita - plume grass
Microlaena stipoides - meadow ricegrass
Poa anceps
Poa imbecilla
Poa aff. cita - coastal silver tussock

T'\

Rhopalostylis sapida - nikau

AND

Baumea rubiginosa
Carex lambertiana
Carex maorica
Carex pumila - sand sedge
Cyperus ustulatus - upoko tangata
Juncus australis
Juncus pallidus - giant rush
Luzula picta - woodrush
lsolepis nodosus - knot sedge
Uncinia scabra - hooked sedge
Uncinia uncinata - hooked sedge

Shore Bindweed

Calystegia soldanella

THE BIRDLIFE OF

McKEE RESERVE
Peter Gaze
Ornithologist Department of
Conservation Nelson
There are few places in Tasman Bay where
broadleaf podocarp forest has been left adjacent
to the shore and at McKee Reserve the birdlife
reflects this diversity of habitat. The visitor to this
reserve can easily see the kereru (native pigeon)
and oystercatchers within the same vista or hear
tui in the titoki while watching oystercatchers
forage on the reef. This brief article describes the
most important habitats and then goes on to list
those species most likely to be seen in them.
The forest provides both feeding and nesting
habitat for a variety of native and introduced
species. Some of these are resident throughout
the year while others visit to take advantage of
seasonally abundant food.
The fruit-eating
species such as bellbird, tui and kereru may be
present throughout the year but there will be
additional visitors to the forest when the titoki and
matai are fruiting. The shining cuckoo is present
only during the summer months when it migrates
to New Zealand to breed.
The camping ground itself provides habitat mostly
for introduced species that can feed in the pasture
and take advantage of the inevitable food scraps
associated with camping.
As the tide recedes more and more feeding
opportunities are revealed. Both rocky and sandy
substrates are present, each with different niches
and food availability. Apart from the white-faced
heron , few of these species are likely to breed in
the near vicinity. Other species inhabit the open
water of the bay, ranging widely and rarely coming
ashore at the reserve.
The birdlife is described in three sections; those
species that have been intentionally introduced to

New Zealand and are now acclimatised to the
wild, native terrestrial species and birdlife of the
shore. This list is by no means exhaustive and the
patient observer will note additional species that
may be using the reserve and adjacent coastline
in a more transient way as well as species that are
at sea.
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Skylark - Alauda arvensis

Most likely to be heard before it is seen, singing
incessantly as it flies in wide circles well above the
ground. The skylark is a small brown bird with a
pale breast, streaked with brown. Nests on the
ground where ii also feeds on seeds and small
invertebrates.

Hedge sparrow - Prune/la modularis

Often overlooked by the casual observer but
widespread and common where there is dense
cover. The male song, a hurried and repeated
warble, is frequently heard. The hedge sparrow,
or dunnock, appears superficially like the female
house sparrow with finer markings, a slimmer
build and a characteristic slender black bill. Most
likely to be seen along the edge of the forest and
the camping area.

Blackbird - Turdus merula

Well known to all. The blackbird is equally likely to
be seen in the forest as out in the middle of the
campground. The species is found in many parts
of the world and may be more widespread than
any other bird within New Zealand. Its diet is
equally general-from soft fruit to soil
invertebrates to food scraps. The loud and mellow
song of the male blackbird will be most evident at
dawn but also at other times of the day, from July

through to mid summer. Note that the male bird
with its jet black plumage and yellow bill can be
distinguished from the female which is uniformly
drab brown.

Song thrush - Turdus philomelos
Closely related to the blackbird but visually quite
different with both sexes a soft olive brown with
whitish underparts, spotted dark brown. The
thrush tends to have similar habits to the blackbird
but is usually more secretive and while its song is
equally vigorous this is more varied, less clear
and often with repeated phrases.
Yellowhammer - Emberiza citrinella
One of several species of small finch-like birds
that may be encountered in and around the
reserve. The yellowhammer is a bird of open
country where it is distinguished by its bright
yellow plumage and persistent song. The song
can be paraphrased as "a little bit of bread and no
cheeeeese"
Chaffinch - Fringil/a coelebs

Found commonly throughout the country in a wide
range of habitats. Is present in the forest, open
areas and along the shoreline at McKee. Usually
first recognised by its two note call or persistent
song which ends in a characteristic flourish. The
male bird has a distinctive blue-grey crown and
reddish-brown upperparts. Both sexes have
striking white markings on wings and outer tail
feathers. Note the short strong bill, characteristic
of species that feed largely on seeds.

House sparrow - Passer domesticus
A gregarious, garrulous follower of human
habitation in many parts of the world. Is present
around the campsite but will seldom venture
further afield. Don't let the boldness or common
nature of the sparrow detract from appreciating
the richness of its plumage and its ability to adapt
and take advantage of a range of circumstances.

Starling - Sturnus vulgaris
A common introduced species. The starling will
be found around the camp but also foraging along
the upper shoreline. It can be recognised by
glossy black plumage, with a purplish and green
sheen during the breeding season. Distinguished
from the blackbird by its smaller size, short
triangular wings and a fast direct flight, often in
flocks.
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Spur-winged plover - Vanellus miles
One of the country's newest native species that
has colonised the country very successfully
during the past 50 years. Now common in open
country and with a noisy aggressive nature that
does little to foster public interest. This bird is the
size of a magpie and can be recognised by its
brown upperparts, while underparts, black head
and distinctive yellow facial patch. At close
quarters, or with binoculars you may be able to
see the spur on the bend of the wing - although
this is usually hidden by plumage.
Kereru - Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae
This large fruit-eating pigeon is one of the most
handsome birds found in the forest of this reserve.
During spring when fruit is not available birds flock
to the reserve to feed on the nutritious foliage of
tree lucerne. It is possible that one or two pairs
may stay to nest in the reserve, at a time when the
titoki and matai provide an abundant supply of
fruit.

Morepork - Ninox novaeseelandiae
An owl that may be heard by over-night campers.
The morepork will roost in the darkest corners of
the forest by day and patrol a much larger area at
night in search of its prey. The call is either a
repeated "more-pork" or a screech which is more
often given whilst hunting. The only other owl that
may be present is the introduced little owl.
Kingfisher - Halcyon sancta
Is likely to be heard giving its strident "kek kek kek
kek" call during the summer breeding season or
seen perched along the foreshore waiting for
suitable prey. It will feed on a range of small
animals from large invertebrates, crabs, small fish
and lizards. Numbers increase during the winter
months when inland breeders return to the more
productive feeding grounds along the coast.
Visually recognised by its large and heavy bill
relative to small body size. Upperparts are a
colourful blue and green contrasting with pale
yellow-buff underparts.
Shining cuckoo - Chrysococcyx lucidus
A migratory bird, arriving from the western Pacific
in late September, and parasitising the nests of
grey warbler. Occasionally seen but its presence
is more frequently detected by a loud and
characteristic song involving repeated 'coo-ee's
followed by several descending slurs. May be
seen in a kowhai tree where the defoliating
caterpillar is a favourite food.
Grey warbler - Gerygone igata
A small ubiquitous bird found in a range of
habitats from suburban gardens to forest.
Common in the reserve. Again, most readily
detected by its song which is a lilting and
melodious trill. Key features for the observer are

its grey upperparts, pale underparts and white
tips to its tail feathers which are obvious when in
flight. An insectivore that catches its prey on the
wing, often by gleaning canopy foliage.

Fantail - Rhipidura fuliginosa
One of the most commonly recognised small
native birds.
Characterised by its aerial
acrobatics while chasing small insects, either in
the open or under the forest canopy. While most
fantails have olive brown plumage on their
upperparts and pale yellow/buff underparts, a
few individuals are completely black. The
incidence of these black birds is greater in the
South Island.
Silvereye - Zosterops /ateralis
A small green bird with a conspicuous white eye
ring-also called white eye. This is another recent
arrival from Australia, spreading throughout the
country and adapting to most habitats in the last
150 years. During winter silvereyes tend to flock
in search of food, attracted to sources of fruit,
nectar or insects. During the coldest months they
are attracted to bird tables with mutton fat or cut
apples.
Bellbird - Anthornis melanura
This forest bird is best known for its song and can
usually be heard competing with blackbirds and
thrushes for dominance in the dawn chorus. It
feeds on insects and fruit but is classed as a
'honeyeater' and its feathered tongue is well
adapted for taking nectar. The male bird can be
distinguished by its stronger green plumage and a
purplish gloss around the head whereas the
female is more brown with a pale cheek stripe.
Seasonally attracted to abundant nectar sources
such as kowhai and flax.

Pied oystercatcher - Haematopus
ostralegus

Red-billed gull - Larus
novaehol/andiae

Two species of oystercatcher frequent this
coastline. Both are squat wading birds with
powerful red bills for probing amongst sand and
rocks for prey-this might be soft bodied worms
but the bill might also be used for prising open
bivalve shellfish. As the name suggests, this
oystercatcher is boldly patterned in black and
white. Normally present in flocks and usually
feeding in the softer substrates. At high tide,
when feeding habitat is covered, these flocks will
move away to a suitable roost until the tide begins
In late winter most pied
to ebb again.
oystercatchers migrate south to breed on the
braided riverbeds of Canterbury. Those that
remain over the summer are likely to be younger
non-breeding birds.

A silver-grey gull of medium build, adult birds
having bright red bills and legs. Young birds can
be distinguished by black bills and legs and black
spots on the upper wings. Breeds in large coastal
colonies such as on the Nelson Boulder Bank and
then disperses widely. The red-billed gull forages
naturally at sea on small marine life but will also
forage on the coastline, on flooded pasture or
even scavenge in urban areas.

Variable oystercatcher - Haematopus
unicolor
Easily distinguished from the pied oystercatcher
as almost all are entirely black in this part of the
country. The variable oystercatcher is also
significantly larger and tends to be found in pairs.
Unlike the pied oystercatcher this one will forage
intensively on rocky reefs that are exposed by the
tide. Does not migrate to breed but will nest on a
coastal sandspit or shingle bar.

Black-backed gull - Larus
dominicanus
A much larger gull. The adult is a striking bird with
black upperparts, white underneath and a bold
yellow bill. This plumage is only obtained after
three years as younger birds advance through
annual moults and various stages of mottled
brown to adulthood. An opportunistic feeder, this
species has benefited from many human activities
but numbers may be declining now as waste
disposal is better managed.

POINTS OF BOTANICAL INTEREST

AT THE RESERVE
Extracted from notes by GC Kelly, Botany Division DSIR
Refer to drawing for locations numbered 1 to 6.
1. The best bush in the reserve of titoki, mahoe,
putaputaweta/kawakawa is on the mid to
lower cliff slopes, with lemonwood, ngaio,
pidgeonwood, wineberry, five finger and a few
karaka down the slope. On the moister foot
slope and the back of the terrace mahoa
dominates with putaputaweta and a few
myrtle and surviving matai. Common ground
ferns in this zone include Polystichum
neozelandicum, shining spleenwort, hen and
chicken fern, Lastreopsis velutina and
microsora forming large patches..L.glabella
comes in on the drier mid slopes. Scattered
weed and exotic shrubs occur along the
eastern margin.
2.

Formerly black beech forest grading through
hinau into mixed broadleaved species forest
down slope but now a few black beech and
kanuka, ponga, five finger kohuhu, mapou
and akeake. Beech forest undergrowth
species persist-Coprosma rhamnoides and
mingimingi.

3.

Giant Lancewood - Pseudopanax crassifolius.

4. Mainly open second growth ngaio, mahoe,
kanuka, wattle and mixed broadleaved forest.
5.

Scattered ngaio, kanuka, akeake and other
minor broadleaved species in weedy areas of
honeysuckle, pohuehue, periwinkle and
grasses.

6. Rough grassy flat with picnic areas, fireplaces
etc, and scattered ngaio and akeake.
Plantings of maritime pine, patula pine,
pohutukawa, she-oak, bottlebrush, tree
lucerne and others.

