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The Saxton Field Committee has prepared a Draft Reserve
Management Plan for Saxton Field for the next 10 years and we
would like to hear your views.
The key considerations and changes proposed by the Draft Plan
are summarised in this booklet.

ABOUT THE DRAFT PLAN
Saxton Field is a significant regional sport and recreation venue
managed jointly by the Nelson City Council and Tasman District
Council via the joint Saxton Field Committee. Many of our most
important regional sports assets are located at Saxton Field. The
two councils, iwi and numerous clubs, codes and individual
volunteers have worked in partnership to create what is now one
of the most multi-purpose sport and recreation settings in New
Zealand.
The Saxton Field Committee has worked together with recreation
and sports groups and iwi to develop a Draft Reserve Management
Plan for Saxton Field. Over the summer of 2019/2020, we also
invited suggestions and ideas from the public, and the feedback
received to date has helped to inform the development of this
Draft Plan.
The Draft Plan sets out the vision, expectations, policies and
methods for providing for Saxton Field’s recreation, sport,
landscape, natural and cultural values.

HAVE YOUR SAY ON THE DRAFT PLAN
The Draft Plan is now available for feedback.
You can view the Draft Plan online at www.tasman.govt.nz/feedback and at
www.nelson.govt.nz/consultation. If you would prefer to look through a ‘real’ document, hard copies are
available for viewing at our local libraries and in the reception area of our Council offices. We welcome your
comments and submissions on the Draft Plan.
Please send us your comments by 4pm, Thursday 10 December 2020. A submission form is attached to the
end of this booklet, or you can fill out the online submission form at www.tasman.govt.nz/feedback or at
www.nelson.govt.nz/consultation. Or you can send an email direct to info@saxtonfield.nz
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THE PROPOSED VISION FOR SAXTON FIELD IS
Saxton Field is where the regional community comes together to play sport and for
recreation. It is an inclusive environment for everyone.

KEY IDEAS PROPOSED IN THE DRAFT PLAN
Four areas of community benefit or value have been identified for managing Saxton
Field:
Administering, playing and viewing formal local and regional sports and
events in facilities of a high standard, while enabling national and
international events to occur.
Participating in casual and informal sport, recreation, exercise, play and
quiet contemplation (‘casual recreation’).
Providing a pleasant and accessible landscaped park setting which makes
Saxton Field a destination in its own right with a mix of built and open
spaces.
Enhancing natural and environmental values for their own sake and to
support iwi maintaining their kaitiakitanga role.
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KEY CHANGES PROPOSED BY THE DRAFT PLAN
The Draft Reserve Management Plan does not propose any significant changes to how Saxton Field is developed or
managed apart from better coordination of booking systems and enhanced maintenance and asset management by
the two councils. While the Saxton Field Committee is aware of several new development proposals for Saxton Field,
the Draft Plan has not been designed to reach conclusions about which facility proposals have priority. Rather, the
Draft Plan aims to set the general direction for assessing development proposals which will continue to arise over the
life of the Plan.

What does the Draft Plan consider? Proposed management approaches include:
Developing a more centralised single booking portal for all fields and facilities.

Revising the current development plan for Saxton Field giving extra consideration to
passive recreation, including walking and cycling, more drinking-water fountains, and
seating for older visitors and for people with disabilities, improved wayfinding and
addressing issues of interest to Te Tau Ihu iwi, particularly with regard to the reserve’s
natural values.
Commercial and sponsorship signs will be managed to maintain the landscape values of
Saxton Field, and to ensure that a ‘clean’ sponsorship venue can be provided for major
events.
Policies to ensure that Saxton Field can be used for major regional, national and
international events, while maintaining access for all, where possible. The Saxton Field
Committee will retain ultimate control over field allocations to ensure major events can
be held with fair warning to other users.
Camping will only be permitted at Saxton Field where it is associated with a major
regional cultural or sporting event, and is necessary to enable those events to occur. The
Council will apply conditions to any permitted camping, including controlling the
frequency and duration of the activity. Camping (including freedom camping) as an
activity in itself will not be permitted.
Saxton Field will be promoted as a smoke and vape-free setting. The consumption of
alcohol at Saxton Field is prohibited by Nelson City Council bylaw between 9.00 pm and
7.00 am. The Draft Plan requires the sale and consumption of alcohol at Saxton Field to
be associated only with a permitted recreation activity or event, and where the
consumption of liquor is ancillary to those activities (that is, it is not an activity in itself).
Advertising alcohol will not be permitted.

If you have a strong interest in the use and development of Saxton Field, or feel that changes to
any existing policy, facility provision or management system could affect your use of the
complex, you might want to review the entire Draft Management Plan (only some of the main
issues are listed here). You can also send an email to info@saxtonfield.nz to check if there are
any new provisions that might be of interest to you or your organisation. Note that the Draft
Management Plan does not recommend any new sports facility development, but sets general
policy for how facility decisions will be made, and recommends that a revised development
plan be prepared before any new facilities are built.
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HAVE A SAY
We invite you to make a submission on the
Draft Saxton Field Reserve Management Plan.
Submissions close on Thursday 10 December 2020.
You can view the Draft Plan and make a submission online at:
www.tasman.govt.nz/feedback and www.nelson.govt.nz/consultation
or in hard copy at Tasman District and Nelson City Council offices and libraries.

KEY QUESTIONS
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YOUR COMMENTS

The Draft Plan proposes that local and regional
sport, recreation and cultural events will generally
have priority over national and international sports
fixtures. Do you support this approach for Saxton
Field?
More focus is being given to the provision of
facilities and services for casual recreation, such as
walking and cycling and improving wayfinding and
accessibility for all users. Do you agree?
The Draft Plan puts more focus on enhancing
Saxton Field’s landscape, natural and cultural
values. Do you support this proposal?
Do you feel there is a need to develop a more
centralised single booking portal for all fields and
facilities?
Should there be more focus on interpreting local
and regional stories and cultural values at Saxton
Field?
Do you support limiting commercial and
sponsorship signs to maintain landscape and visual
values at Saxton Field and to minimise a
commercial atmosphere?
The Draft Plan proposes to implement sustainability
principles at Saxton Field (eg encouraging events to
have ‘pack-it-in pack-it-out’ policies for nonrecyclable waste). Do you support this approach?
Do you think temporary camping should be allowed
when it is associated with major regional and
national sport and cultural events, but not as an
activity by itself?
Do you agree with keeping Saxton Field smoke and
vape-free and controlling the sale and consumption
of alcohol as proposed in the Draft Plan?

YOUR COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PLAN (attach additional sheets as required)
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Please fold both ends of this form inwards along the dotted lines in order and fasten with tape where indicated above.

1. Fold here

